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bravely for it. We then enjoy the Fish Fry
sitting by the beautiful creek in the shade
of the trees and eating loaded plates from
a ]1!]1_'1' rrailer rable of food.

We then return home to prepare for
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Evangeline gave birth o her tent

whom they named Saber
a beaunful birth [ was \-..-r;-;.:‘.-_' In my
office about 6.00 am in the morning
when Howard called and said, “Would

Saber Truth Johnson, about thres hou
chess game! Uncle Rocky and the Jo
s birth with some games of chess. Cure ;
prachcing for the coming chess loumament al the end of the
summer wilh al the cousins on the land. Uncle Rocky &5 g
ing $100.00 lor the first prize! However, | think Saber will be
2 liftle youny lo enter this fournament!
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you like ro see a baby born!” | was at her
place in two minutes! She was in the
shower when | arrived and obviously
already in transition. She came into the
lounge, sat down on the sofa and the baby
came with a couple of pushes! A perfect
birth. God is so good. Butit's hard ro
keep her down. She was out in the garden
the nexr day!

Pearl and Serene are working hard
on their new nutrition book. As you well
know, it is their passion in life to study
health and fitness, They have studied
every method and tried many different
ways of eating. After vears of research and
experience, they believe they have found
the ultimare way for mothers to not only
eat healthy and cook simply, but also to
keep slim and beaurtiful. It is a compre-
hensive boak, not only about nutrition
but also feeding your family, the most etfi-
cient ways to exercise, balancing your hor-
mones, achieving better moods—and filled

with their own tried and proved recipes. It

will be ready by next issue of Above

Rubies.
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abour each new
group of Above Rubies helpers that come
to us. We call this group the romantic
group! We have rwo waiting brides and
one new courtship starting with a fine
ur fellowship. Diana from

be poing to Australia to be

ovenia, »
married in October. Last week [ puton a
Bridal Shower for Hannah who has been
with us for the last eight months. She is
leaving to ger married in Kentucky to Eric
Avery on the 12 August. It was such a
great night. We started with beautiful
desserts, mast of them very healthy, but
delectable. Everyone brought their
l.'.]\'nrm; recipe .lnd WTORC a ~];‘|:L'ii].| messape
to Hannah for her marriage which we will
putina book tor her.

,‘\_‘1 \.\'][h CVETY OVEnt we Pllf on at our
home, we always have a program of talent.
Hannah felt so special that she could have
Serene and Pearl sing in person, “Thank-
ful” from their album, Soothe Me. Three
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of our Above Rubies helpers, Titfany,
Diana and Mariela sang a fun song as a
trio and Meadow also sang. Oh ves, we
also had a visit from Smoochy McTwain
(our daughterin-law, Monique who has
recently started writing Blue Grass songs)
who wrote a special song for Hannah.
Between these items we made wedding
teleerams for Hannah and Eric (by cutting
out words from magazines) and difterent
ones read their marriage message they had

brought. | loved the poem my sister, Kate

read...

WE TWO make home of any place we go,
WE TWO find joy in any kind of weather;
Or if the carth is clothed in bloom or snow,
1f summer days invite or bleak wind

What matter if W |
WE TWO, we make our world our weather:

O are together!

Serene's encouragement was,
“Enjoy all the things you love abour
vour husband. Concentrarte, contem-
plate and compliment him on these
Th”‘l]:" “'}1{'11 VoLl are ||].t1nL' .IT‘l\i even in
front of others. Don't nag or try and
change the things that annoy you about
him or go over them in your head.
Evervone has faults, Instead, remind
\'u||r,~.u|I about his awesomeness and
relax into loving your amazing God-sent
man who is sent from heaven, burt is
still human!” Good advice.

Many rimes we forget the purpose ot
our parenting, don't we! We plod along
from day to day with what has to be done
and we don't see the furure picture. It is
good to come back to the Word of God
and be reminded of whar we are supposed
to be doing.

Psalm 127:4-5 says, "As arrows are in
the hand of a mighty man; so are children
of the youth. Happy is the man that has
his quiver full of them: they shall not be
ashamed, but they shall speak with the
enemies in the gare.”

God talks of our children in the con-
text of war. This life is a bartle between
the kingdom of God and the kingdom of
Satan. We are raising our children to be
warriors for God'’s kingdom, to know how
to face the bartle and to stand strong for
God.

Recently, | noticed something impor-
tant in this family psalm. We are training
our children to speak! Did you notice

that! We are to raise children who will
speak with the enemies in the gates. In
Bible times, the gates of the city were
more Thﬂn an éntrance way. Thl,'\' WeTre
the busiest place in the city. It was here
that the elders sat to rule and direct the
affairs of the city. It was here the judges
and officers judged the daily marrers of
the people. It was at the gates the soldiers
stood sentinel to guard and protect the
city

And this is where God wants our
children to speak—in the important places
of the city, the state and the nation. He
wants us to raise children who will be able
to proclaim His truth in the gates—in the
high places where decisions and laws are
made. We are living in an era where
“Justice is rurned back, and righteousness

continved on page 5

Arden holding a green snake he has found. His cousins all
want a tum fo hold it. The chidren are aiways linding new
animals and insacts-snapping lurtles, salamanders and so on




Tendin

It was easy for me to look innocent. The
problems were so evidently his—his temper
and his addictions, compounded by his
unsophisticated relational skills. It was
obvious to anyone that [ was clearly the
pathetic victim. With my wealth of educa-
tion and superior vocabulary, [ was able to
make any situation look however I needed
it to. After all, I was not the one with the
problem, | was the heroine! Taking care of
the home and the children, and staying in
a marriage where he was spiritually
"beneath” me caused me to be the object
of everyone's pity. After all, [ was in such a
terrible circumstance, with babies coming
to boot! I was the spiritual star of the
show! His problems were public for others
to see. Mine were hidden and lurking,
invisible to all but him.

It took years for me to get over
myself, and to see that [ was the equal, or
perhaps even the worse sinner in our mar-
riage. Whar a thought! Before | came to
that revelation however, | had left my hus-
band with everyone's blessing—church,
family and friends. With twelve boxes and
four little ones in tow, I left on a train,
and was hoping to never return. | hated
him and whart my life had become.

I had just lost our fifth child in mis-
carriage, and he was still stuck in his addic-
tion, which of course included a stream of
lies and inappropriate behaviour. No sane
person would be expected to raise children
in such an environment. Oh, how [ prayed
for the Lord to take his life! All the while
though, | was missing my own plank,
which completely blinded my eyes.

He was at least trying to get betrer,
doing everything in his power to straight-
en out and change. All [ could do was
think what a horrible mistake | had made
by marrying him. I felt like the Lord had
basically put a gun to my head, as | knew
that I had no real grounds for divorce. |
was forced to stay in a marriage thar | did-
n't want. | made sure he knew it too, even
when | came back home to "try to work on
things.” | felt like I had nothing at all to
work on, as he just needed to grow up,
clean up, and change, or else! This am-
tude of disdain permeated our entire rela-
tionship, and made it impossible for him

4

4

tomy Own 8

Plank!

to ever feel loved or respected.

He was the double hero though, able
to overcome his struggles without any sup-
port or assistance from his wife. Instead of
caving in, as any weaker man may have,
my husband overcame everything, against
all odds! Even then, he didn't get the
respect he deserved from me. | was so bit-
ter for the grief and turmoil he had caused
our family. There were years of torture and
pain [ would not let go of, let alone try to
forget! My feminist background bartled
against my faith, as well as against the
teachings | was receiving from Above
Rubies and other mentors. [ was in the
right, and | was convinced! Even when he
changed, he was still never good enough!
He had done too much damage!

When my husband had the audacity
to fall into any of his old patterns, even for
the briefest of moments, [ was quick to
slam him down below ground level. My
mum called it "going for the jugular® and |
felt he deserved it fully. If only I could
have seen sooner what | was blessed to
eventually learn. T was so busy pointing
the finger away from myself, and getting
sympathy from well-meaning Christians
that I neglected to work on the very neces-
sary parts of myself that were in dire disre-
pair.

Can you for one minute imagine how
difficult it is to work on anything, never
mind an addiction, with absolutely no
support around you! How about while liv-
ing in a marriage where your spouse vindi-
cates herself by slamming you down as far
as possible? On top of all that, to feel
unloved, unwanted, even hated and com-
pletely disrespected, in your own home?
This is exactly what he faced, without a
stitch of sympathy from me. I also had
plenty of support from our community!

Only later would I learn, and accept
the fact that my husband was actually a
gift to me from the hand of God Himself.
If only I would have treated him as |
should, how much shorter our years of
pain may have been! My pride and lack of
inner speculation prevented me from
working on myself. Meanwhile, my hus-
band diligently and lovingly chiseled away
at his areas. I dug in my heels and impa-
tiently and angrily waited, always expecting
the worst from him.

When | finally came to understand
my role as a female, particularly within a
marriage, | began to see my grave sin.
Sure, | had been faithful in devotions, as
well as in the bedroom. I had borne the
children that the Lord saw fit to give, and
| had even homeschooled them. | had
given up a promising professional career,
and learned to bake. However, [ had failed
miserably as a wife.

I needed to learn and believe that my
role as a submissive wife, giving respect
and leadership to my husband, was honor-
ing to God. It was irrelevant which man |
was married to, my role as a wife was bibli-
cally stated and very clear. Oh my, how |
had failed, failed, failed! All along I had
pridefully forgotten all of my own sin. |
needed to help him, support him, love
him and let him lead! This was God's will
for me! All those years | had assumed that
God knew, as did the rest of us, that my
husband was incompetent. I realized later
that God calls all husbands to lead and ro
be respected and supported by the help
from their wives.

Imagine how much sooner healing
may have happened had I quit looking at
his sin, and instead focused on my own!
Perhaps we could have had the years we
now enjoy a decade sooner! What a
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Finding
Contentment

[ always longed to find a man to fulfill my
need of loneliness. After meeting and
marrying my soul mate in Hawaii, we set-
tled down to a happy life in California.
“Happily ever after” right! Well, on most
days. Bur now there was a new concern—
what happened to all of my single
friends!

Suddenly all my friends who were
single were not spending the time with
me that [ would have liked. Soon, God
brought more married couples for us ro
fellowship with, yet [ still felt incomplete.
According ro these new friends, we
hadn't arrived yet. We had to have the
dream home and the children to go with
it. My husband wasn't ready o settle
down with a home yet and we were seen
as odd or out of place.

After being married for a while, God
blessed us with children despite being
told I was infertile—a beautiful daughter,
Gabriella and three years later, a son,
Daniel. At first, the work of raking care
of a baby was overwhelming. Again, it
seemed my old friends who didn't have
children stopped coming by. If [ couldn't
talk to them at 10 pm ar nighe about
their relationship problems, I guess |
wasn't good enough to be friends with
them by their standards. But again, God
brought me some new and beautiful
friends to spend time with. These friends
had children like me. I thoughe | had
finally arrived until...

These friends started getting to their
third, fourth and fifth children and I still
could not get pregnant after two. [s some-
thing wrong with me? Why the sadness of
heart? | had two beautiful children and a
wonderful husband yet I thought I need-
ed more. One friend, on the other hand,
was content with one child but not con-
tent with her living situation. She
thoughr she needed a much bigger house
for her smaller family.

Then, there’s the friend with the
two children, dog and the picket fence,
but now they can’t make their budget
and she has to find a job. Another friend

6

is married with two children bur wishes
her husband acted differently.

Suddenly, I found God bringing sin-
gle friends into my life again and they
were able ro minister to me more than
any others. One friend said it best. “Yes,
| want to get married, but [ don't wanr to
make it an idol. My focus needs to be on
God."

This got me thinking! [ had a hus-
band and two children, yet still wanted
more. [ was not content. Was | making
having children an idol just like my
friend made having a house an idol or a
single person could make gerting married
an idol? 1 had never felt so convicred.

The grass is always greener on the
other side. Recently, someone said ro me
to she was sick of people looking down
on her because she was single. 1 almost
laughed when she said that because in my
circle, stay-at-home moms are always com-
plaining that they are sick of people look-
ing down on them because they stay
home with their children!

Then there was an article | read
recently abour a working mom who was
envious of her stay-at-home, homeschool-
ing mom neighbor to find out that her
life wasn't all it appeared to be from the
outside. Then, there's the homeschool
mom who envies the woman who gets to
dress up in fine clothes and actually has
money to get her hair and nails done.

My Pastor tells a story of a man who
wanted new shoes bur was thankful for
the shoes he had when he saw a man
across the street with no feet! It seems
our human nature is to be discontent.
Maybe it's all the commercials, bill-
boards, and movies relling us that we are
not complete unless we have a body like
Barbie, brains like Hillary Clinton, new
cars, the “dream” home, all those new
computer toys and the list goes on.

Where has our society gone! Is this
spiritual dilemma unique to our society
and time or has it always been so? The
Bible has a lot to say about contentment
which tells me it is something God knew

we would serugele with:

“If we have food and covering, with these
we shall be contenc.” (1 Timothy 6:8)

“But godliness with contentment is great
gaim.” (1 Timothy 6:6)

“Not that I speak from want, for | have
learned to be content in whatever circum-
stances | am. | know how to get along with
humble means, and I also know how o live
m prosperity_ in any and every circum-
stance | have leamed the secret of being
filled and going hungry, both of having
abundance and suffering need. I can do all
things through Him who strengthens me."
(Philippians 4:11-13)

“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not
want.” (Psalm 23:1)

“As for me, I will behold Thy face in
Righteousness: | shall be satisfied, when |
awake, with Thy likeness” (Psalm 17:15).

"Be content with your wages” (Luke 3:14).

The bottom line is that in this time
of recession, the American “dream” may
just be that—a dream for many. Or was it
ever a reality to begin with! We have been
much more blessed than others in third
world countries.

What have you thanked God for lare-
Iy? I can thank God for many things bur
the most important thing [ am thankful
for is having a personal and living rela-
tionship with Him daily—knowing that
He is there in times of uncertainty and
even when things don't go the way
would like it to go. He is a God of peace.
Being a Jewish believer in Jesus, many
Jewish people ask me, “If Jesus is the
Messiah, why didn't He bring peace”
The answer is easy. He did bring peace for
those who want it. Its peace that lies in
the heart, knowing that no martter where
you are, God is in charge. Peace and con-
tentment go hand in hand. When we
start looking at others and what they
have, we will lose our peace quickly.
Maybe thar's why one of God's Ten Com-
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mandments is ~ [ hou shall not covet

RHONDA GORDON
Los Angeles, California, USA

jewessdjesus@cq.rr.com

P.S. | have a testimony since wriring this
Y. v :
irticle. | have experienced severe PCOS,

eIting my cvcles every two to four months

nd 1or wecks

F1ave you ever ]‘ll.' en s '\1\\ INto the wash-

1ng .’ll.hillﬂt‘ .I[hl ~l]‘.|\ [.IL'L‘II nine oft f}IL‘
C '.uTIu'\ |1I11,' lor out of Tht' ;]r\'('f)‘ ‘\\;rhi'h'
do they go! Here are some sugpestions for

your -‘\:\! Ll '\'L'\

Salurdag Socks

1 SOCKS IT IT family are Called

Atrer the discipline of

OTrms On W \i.l‘\\ Sanurday 1s

the day to wear colours, more casual

clothes and odd socks

imily £O camping Or 1S One
to all sort excinng, muddy and
Vet 2 1TUres SOCKS & YW
AT SIS

Scented Bag
What abour the lovely fine lacey socks that
were given when your baby girl joined the
family? After a carefree and pleasant walk
in the park you arrive home and find one
lirtle foot quite bare. Don't despair, you
still have one pretry s wk left to fill with
wender or barting, fragranced with a fey
drops of essential oil. Stitch or tie the
open end rogether, preferably with a piece
of ribbon thar has sentimental value, e.g. a
|L'n;_'t|1 left over from a \'.'L'JJIT\:.‘ frim or a
piece which tied a special parcel, or attach
a cute lietle butron into the stitching. This
makes a lovely scented bag to put amongst
the clothes in your drawer or a heart
warming gift for the Grandma thar lives
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over both of my ovaries. Although my
heart's desire was to have more children, |
wanted to be contented with what I had
and not on what | u'nll|\| not have.
Miraculously, God decided to give me the
desire of my heart after all. We are expect-
ing a new baby in December! The amaz-
ing thing is that an elder of our congreea-

. i =~ i |
non prayved and anomnted me with oil for

ing of my ovaries and cysts a week

away from you.

Christmas Tree

Colourful odd socks can be decorated
with buttons, bells, ribbons, and tinsel—
whartever you like. Stutted with another

1 1 o 3
make unique decorations

hristmas tree. Another

1or '.E.(' :.'.".‘_:..‘. 5

1setul, bur special gift for

A wet day in school holidays! What can
we do! Along with the odd socks, rather
“H].!Ill preces ot '-‘.\‘t'l_ ‘.'IH‘UEL string or

marerial, buttons of all shapes and sizes,

. 1 1 i
colourful pipe cleaners and anything else
that v De usetul tor making sock pup-
WIS, Ul | ¢arn to sew ol TONS

while they make their spcCial sock friends
When daddy comes home in the evening
the children can entertain him with a pup-
pet show that might include song and

\Lllh C.

Shoe Shiners
Large, odd, adultsized socks can puta

beautiful shine on your shoes.

Marble Bags
Large socks tied at the top make great mar-

ble bags.

Bulb Storage

Where do you keep those small bulbs dug
from the garden at the end of spring that
need to be stored in a dry, dark bur airy

betore | actually conceived. This is what
the Bible tells us to do! I also used narural
herbs (feel free to email me about the
herbs I used) and tried to keep to a high
raw diet. I know that it is only God who
puts the baby in the womb. "Every pood
and perfect gift is from above, coming

\|| wn from the Father of t}lt‘ ]‘IL',I.\'l‘ni‘.
lights, who does not change like shifting

" (James 1:17)

S0Cks!

place! You keep them in odd socks that
can be pegeged on ro a makeshift line in
the darkest corner of the garage or under

the house

Tennis Balls

Old tennis balls can also be kept in dad’s

odd socks instead of being lett lving

around the garden. At the end of play pre-

school aged children enjoy racing each
other to see how many balls they can fit
into each sock. This activity helps to teach

ridiness and safety.

Extra Warmth 3

Going out on a cold winter s day. Odd

SOCKS Under your warm wooly ones can

add extra warmithn

Bed Socks

Use m“ '\\&'k:\ as bed socks—you \nuld
probably even co-ordinate colours

match your pyjamas.

1
The uses for odd socks are limited only by
your imaginarion. Next time there's an
odd one in the laundry basket, don't

despair—think creatively.

PATRICIA FRITH
Aranda, ACT, Australia

findafrith@netspeed.com.au

Parricia and her hushand Evic of 35 years have
three children, 12 ETI“LL'hJuTI.'ﬂ and lots IJ". odd
i -,'i.!



Before getting married, [ believed my hus-
band and I would load up the children
and go to church together. I dreamed we

would drop the children off at their

Sunday school classes and we would go off

to our Couple’s Sunday school class. In
reality my husband was a firefighter with a
crazy schedule. When we were tirst mar-
ried. he didn't like church much anyway.
During this time the enemy used a
i'l‘\\'."; r|_|: W \'.lrl"r‘; an me. —I_hl' “'L".lpi‘l'l Wis

FEAI

R. 1 had read all the statistics of how:

“If the father doesn't go to church, the
chances of your children wanting to
attend church when they grow
old, poes drastically down.” I was
so fearful of this that I tried every-
thing to ger my husband to attend
church and Sunday school (when
he wasn't working). You name i, |
tried it. Shame, guile and manipu-
lation were my “tools” to get my
husband ro do whar | wanted him
to do. Needless to say, we were
both miserable

If he wouldn't go to church
sr Sunday school, then surely the

NexT best t

1
ng \\LT'-II-E |‘L' d COL-
! Wrong!

He would artend for a short

ple’s Bible study, righ

—

amount of nme to {‘|L‘.hl' me, and
then start using excuses.

Eventually, I could tell he really

didn’t want to go. | ended up with feelings
ik

bitterness, anger and reséntment
towards him
After years and years of this miserable
cycle, the Lord had had enough! He con-
nted me with my fears, unf ITEIVENESs
t rrust in Him. He told me I was

no longer supposed to worry about Steve.,

| go to church for my children and

r my own benefir. God would take care
of St

" 1
I SNOWIC
{
VL
“Bur, wh:
1wy 3
asked. "Whar al

1
say MY Chilc

about the children!” 1

out all those staristics thar

n will most likely fall away if
their father isn't attending Sunday school

S LR, o I 1 1
rch! The Lord reminded me that

.;ig_' wWias ]‘!'_

ger than any statistic.

[ had one more problem, though.

“But it isn’t fair! He gets to sleep in while |

get all of these children ready for church
by myself. This is hard work, Lord, not to
mention when we finally get to church
and I have to get everyone to where they
are supposed to go. Many rimes [ am
exhausted and distracted by the time I sit
down to worship.”

I felt the Lord say ro me, “Yes, it is
unfair and it is hard work. That is your
sacrifice to me. Stop complaining and
grumbling about it and realize that this IS
your act of worship.”

From that day on, [ trusted God to
take care of Steve and took my children
faithtully to church by myself. After many
years, God changed his heart. Now, if he is
not working, he regularly artends. He
comes on his own accord, not because he
is afraid of displeasing me. Since [ left
Steve to the Lord, he has changed in ways
| could have never imagined. He is grow-
ing in the Lord by leaps and bounds! Only
God can do that! Steve is still the type of
person that is not interested in gre up
Bible studies, but is now reading the Bible
all the way through on his own and loves
It

I may be harried and distracted as |
walk into church and 1 try to worship

Steve and Stacie ave blessed wit!

Marcus (8), Jessica (6), Andrew (4), Jacob (2)

while having to discipline a child or two.
1"“1’ [ill' 1.|1T|.! L nows that the true sacrifice

for me is just getting there!

O
church regularly, if ar all, because they ar

now sCVeral moms that |-1|" |
Lk | that don't g

walting tor T]u'1.’ man h-]'r .'iu' «;\|r['l|.|:
leader and ger their family there. Don't
wait! Your children need to see that

church is important. They need to po to a

p|'.|u- where T!w essons reinforce what YvOul
have been teaching them at home, |
encourage you to go to God with vour rea-
S0ns .md CXCLISCS, HL‘ ]lulik'ar \H'l‘: E{iﬂl .l!'hi
ler Him .-|“L':1L' to you. He will give the
strength to do what vou need to
do. | guarantee one thing, if your
children do not see one commit-
ted parent who wants to g0 1o
church, why would they ever be
motivated to go when they are
grown up and on their own!

Be encouraged, God wants your

husband to “not forsake meeting

with other believers,” bur He
wants to do it His way, whicl
always the right way. He is wo
vour husband ro Himselt a

vour husband's spirit valk IS a

priority to Him

\.\'1” Not Woo you
same way l e won ved you

= | S R, b
Evervone learns differently. You

take care of your spirituality and
let God take care of his. The benetit of
this is LASTING peace, joy and a renewed
sense of love and grace towards your hus-
band. The conflict leaves in the home and

God can begin HIS work.

STACIE BROWN
The Dalles, Oregon, USA

sbfirefighter@embargmail.com

oshua (1

and Lily (3 months). Steve gave permission U«

print this testimony

:")LIL"[L‘17~' HUL‘ 1S

www.afirefichterswife.blogspot.com
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Our Parenting

Journey ™

#1 | .
“! iteca [
nad see g |

h'.lrnl this same fate for my owr
My husband and

Christ until we were well alone in our

enting journey. Yet, with five childrer
God was ever-present in our lives, W
did

n't know it yer! He

yme mother wi

mandments that 1 give you today

upon your hearts, Im

children. Talk about them when you

yme and when you walk along the road
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We try to practice family-
A [ g it

¢
o : 3 |
generally don't do it. This kex Ps thie

connecred and \li.l.ll,'fl'__'l 5 U

his own needs and show me his lowe

v ¥ [ al A

y '

\d
- " et %
t A L g spank
F10 l
L e age ol IL 1
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My ( ecting older dren is just as
W T { n by the way that he reats important, a I IE can take a Lot

e. He often points out things to the boy longer! There have been many times when

™ve me, to sacrifce

Y1 even ask the |" Vs WHNCTC

Don't lsnore Problems T

W readily admirt that wie ve Madlc mary In an app

mistakes along our parennng journey, but

mv husband has taken a child out for a
oneon-one with dad, maybe over an ice

cream cone in the car, to talk over an

nk he sl ¢ I 1ssue. ['ve burned the midnight ol many
1 unny to hear rmes with reens that need nme talk.
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Parenting is our God-breathed min-
istry at this point in our lives. We believe
that next to our relationship with our
Lord comes our relationship with our
spouse, and a close third is our relation-
ship with our children. In addition to
God's directions for parenting in the Bible
and Above Rubies magazine, some materi-
als that have helped us on our parenting
journey are:

"Keeping Our Children’s Hearts™ and
"Preparing Soms to Provide for a Smgle
Income Family" by Steve and Teri Maxwell
"The Socialization Trap" and "Home
Educatmg with Confidence” by Rick and
Marylin Boyer

"Family-Driven Faith" and "What He Must
Be if He Wants to Marry My Daughter” by
Voddie Baucham

"Created to be His Helpmeet” and "No
Greater Joy" by Michael and Debi Pearl
"So Much More" by The Botkin Sisters
Vision Forum Ministry, visonforum.com

SUSAN HALLADAY
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
rsmanyblessings@hotmail.com

Youno Adults

My husbani has always told our children
he will not tolerate ‘teenagers' in his
house. We refer to our teens as “young
adules.” It gives them a better picture of
what is expected of them. It also lets them
know we don't tolerate teenage behaviour,
like slovenliness, rebellion, backealk, or
carousing.

We encourage our children to volun-
teer their time and energy to help others.
They handed out home-made business
cards to senior citizens in our neighbour-
hood, offering free help and services.
Before too long, younger neighbours
learned of their hard work ethics and
hired our children for pay to clean house,
garden, and care for their children.

Three of our children are now adults
and all living for the Lord Jesus. They are
all volunteers for different ministries. The
next three are approaching “young adule”
years and we are ready to start all over
again.

SHERI HEPWORTH

Auburn Hills, Michigan, USA
sheri_hepworth@hotmail.com
David and Shen's children ave David (26),
Carmella (25), Tiffany (23), Kamren (13),
Caeley (11) and Samuel (9).

Tiffany is living with us currently and
helping in the ministry of Above
Rubies. She certainly is a testimony of
being trained to have a good work
ethic.

Start Young

[ have found that the best wayto

train our teens in household chores

and general helpfulness, is from the

time they are young. If we wait until
our children are old enough to
learn how to properly help, we've
waited too long. We need to har-
ness that willingness and joy of
helping while they are still very
young, showering them with lots
of praise.

Training Young (ooks

I almost always have at least one
| child with me in the kitchen
when | cook and bake. In this

way, | train my children to learn how to
cook, both boys and girls. [ want my son
to know how to cook, too, so as to be a
blessing to his wife and be able to take
care of himself while yet single. I've found
that reaching them how to make breakfast
foods is a great place to start, By the time
my children are reenagers (I have three
teens now), they all take turns making
breakfast every day. They don't just put
cold cereal on the table, either, They make
omelets, waffles, pancakes, scrambled eggs,
quiche Lorraine, and French toast, all
made from scratch.

(areer Trainm

We want our tcc%s to have a varied skill
set, and explore different vocational possi-
bilities. I am a freelance web designer that
works from home part time, and have
helped them learn about website design,
as well as how ro use different software
programs for graphic design and photogra-
phy. We have tound the website
www.Lynda.com ro be very helpful in this
area. It allows you to have access to video
tutorials for hundreds of different kinds of
software for a low subscription rate.

[ have also hired my children to do
small graphics jobs for me. My 12yearold
daughter just made abour 40 shopping
cart buttons for me for a client, and
earned some extra money that way. My 14-
yearold son and 16-year-old daughter
often take photographs and video for me
to use on my website. They also help me
create graphics when I am under a time
crunch. This provides them with real life
job skills, and allows them to earn money,
while easing my own time crunch.

| have also raught my 16yearold
daughter how to use QuickBooks to help
me with my day to day bookkeeping, and
earn some extra money on the side.

U(itudes

The best training and instruction will
come to naught if we do not give our chil-
dren a good example in the areas we are
trying to train them. If we have a surly arti-
rude towards our workload, our admoni-
ton to not complain will fall on deaf ears
as far as our teens are concerned.

[ am very careful and mindful to not
simply "use” my older children as my per-
sonal workhorses, but rather to communi-
cate to them that [ won't ask them to do
what [ won't do myself. I don't want them
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to feel like purpose in our home is to light-
en my load. | try to assign chores in our
home to the youngest child able to per-
form that task, to keep my older children
from fteeling overworked and overbur-
dened by their younger siblings.

Martin and Kimberly are joyful parents lo Ruth (16), Judah
(14) Anastasia (12), Esther (11) and Isobe! (10)

Weart (o Heart Comversations

| enjoy working alongside my children,
especially my teens, as it allows us to get to
know each other better. We often have
great heart-to-heart conversations in the
middle of completing a task together. We
also sometimes enjoy a reward together for
a job completed. For jobs where [ haven't
promised some sort of remuneration, |
will sometimes treat that child to some-
thing special and unexpected: a tripto a
nearby bakery, a pair of earrings, or some-
thing else they love.

KIMBERLY EDDY
Fostoria, Michigan, USA
kimberly@joyfulmomma.org

Visit Kimberly's Blog,
"Adventures in Mothering”
at www.joyfulmomma.org,
and for Above Rubies Readers,

10
T

you can get it

Y O

any of Kimberly's resources
in her bookstore when you

enter this coupon code
at checkour: AR2009

(lose Refationships

“Our relationship is what opens my ears

and heart to hear what my mom has to

say,” stated our 18 year old daughter, Kelli,

as we shared some tips with a group of
younger moms.

What is it thar makes the difference
between teens who listen to their par-
ents and those that reject their values,
beliefs and even faith! A solid, happy
and healthy relationship is a key. As |
heard Kelli speak, I thanked God for
every Snickerdoodle baked, every chap-
ter of Anne of Green Gables read
aloud, and every shopping trip
enjoyed.

| remembered the young man, who
when asked why he hadn't rebelled,
answered, “How could | rebel against
the man who takes me fishing?”

Teens want close relationships, lots of
fun and they need the wisdom that
comes from parents. Put those together in
the package of a happy family and training
them will be your joyful result.

CINDY KIRKPATRICK
Appleton, Wisconsin, USA
cindykirkparrick@new.rr.com
lohn and Cindy's children are Kelli who is mar

ned, Andy (23) and Dawd (21)

Sharino Strugoles

/
[ have been blessed with wonderful par-

ents, not just because they are Christians
but also because they are living Christ in

this world. And for them, it began with liv-

ing Christ to their children.

When | was twelve years old, my fam-
ily moved from the mountains of Alaska
to the plains and heat of North Port,
Florida. It was then that I had my mast sig-
nificant encounter with my mother’s rela-
tonship with God.

One day, after being confined to bed
with a heatinduced headache for most of
the day, I yelled at my mother in frustra-
tion. I told her that [ hated Florida. |
hated everything about it. [ just wanted to
go home to Alaska. | remember being so
surprised when my mother didn't march
me into the bedroom for a spanking, even
though [ was twelve. We never talked ro
our parents that way.

Yer, my beautiful Mama looked ar me
and saw past my disrespectfulness, past my
anger and saw the lost little girl who
hadn't yer found the peace that passes
understanding. She pulled me into her
arms and whispered words of comfort.
She sat me down and rold me the story of
moving to Alaska from New York, away
from her family that she loved so dearly
and away from the towering oak and
maple trees of her youth. She told me of
her own struggles and questions, how God
responded gently to her by showing her
the reasons for their time there.

She laughed as she finished, “Not
only that, Tashi girl, but he gave me a love
for the Alaskan frontier, | treasured the
towering mountains, the fireweed bloom-
ing and the smell of the salty ocean air just
as much as I rreasured the memories of
the colorful autumns of my childhood.”
Then she rold me, “Go and pray and ask
God to show Himself to you. He will. He
won't leave you hurting and hungering.”

So, | went. | found the difference
berween just believing in Jesus and being
indwelt by the Spirit of God. The Word of
God became alive to me, just like it always
seemed to be ro my parents. The words
danced in my mind. All the verses | knew
from my childhood became living breath-
ing truths. How | praise God for my
Mother's wisdom that day!

And she was right. Together we
learned to love Florida—the sweltering
heat and the dense palmettos, the night
blooming jasmine and the towering clouds
and breathraking sunsets. My body adjust-
ed and while | never could spend o
much time in the sun, | learned to drink
lots of water and keep myself shaded.
Years later, after spending time in many
tropical countries doing mission work, |
praised God for the things I learned about
dealing with extreme heat.

When | think about the “key" in our
interaction through my teenage years, |
believe it was my parents’ transparency
about their own spiritual walk with God. I
knew when my mother struggled. | knew
when my father struggled. And 1 saw God
bring peace to their hearts over and over.

NATASHA METZLER

La Colline, Haiti
natashametzler@hotmail.com
Amas and Natasha plan to move back to
Lownille, New York i the fall.



Fathers
Permission

My 15-yearold wanted to campaign

dential election in Colorado. She

had never been away from us
besides visiting her Nana in
California— this would be her first
time away from us by herself. | had
briefly spoken to my husband
about her Fomng and he was not
for it.

She asked me whar he had said
and [ told her to pray and ask
God to speak to her father's
heart. [ ralked abour Queen
Esther and how she approached

Do you want to be
freshly inspired each week in

your great career of motherhood?

Send a blank email to subscribers-on@aboverubies.org

You will receive email devotions to strengthen you
in your high calling of being a wife and mother.
You will also receive an occasional newsletter (a mini Above Rubies)
to keep you going until the next issue arrives!

“Your encouragement is like water to one about to die of thirs.”

“Your ¢-mails ave like a compass pointing to true north
when | gee all spun around and disonented.”

“You always remind me that my job at home matters and I am important to my world.”

“In our busy mummy lifeseyle, it ts great to get our hands on short, easy 1o read
and understand studies, that impact us greatly and give us lots of food for thought.”

“I feel that these devotions are written “just for me!”

“Thank you for the remider that this calling of Motherhood
is something wonderful. .. a croun w wear with honowr and dignity.
Thank you ]'i,lr hdpmg me o not ft."{'! 50 hu;x'icss_ F

“I don't like to spend much time at the computer and am always trying to get done
and back to “real life”, but when 1 see your e-mails
| make a special effort to read (and re-read) them.”

[f you were dropped off the list when we renewed
the Above Rubies web site, subscribe again.

for Senator McCain in the 08' presi-

her husband for a request and she could
do the same.

She waited for the right time and
approached him with all the derails and
the phone number to talk to the group
she would be going with. After he talked
to the group he allowed her o go. She was
very blessed and had a great time in help-
ing in the political arena. That experience
led her to walk in a proife march and
other activities. It was also training her
how to approach her future husband.

PRISCILLA GUADARRAMA
Round Rock, Texas, USA
prolificmama@yahoo.com

Elijah and Priscilla’s children are Alexis (15),
Leah (12), Bella (10), Joshua (8), Evangeline
(6), Victoire (3), Salem (20 months) and baby
due September 2009

From Our Home lo Yours  continued from page 5

4:13) Whar do you believe? That's what
you'll speak about. What are you reaching
your children ro believe! What is the pas-
sion of Thcn’ heart! That's what T!]u\"ll
speak about. Not clichés, but convictions!

Never forget—silence is surrender,
but speaking the truch can change the cul-
ture of the nation.

Raise your children to be warriors for
the Lord. Raise them to know the truth
Prepare them to speak the rruth—anoint-
ed, notgiving-in, not-backing-down
words—in the market place and in high
places.

May your home be filled with the
blessings of the Lord.

NANCY CAMPBELL
Founder and Editress
Primm Springs, Tennessee, USA

Further Reference:

Speaking boldly, disputing and persuading:

Read Acts 4:13; 29-31; 9:27, 29: 13:43, 46; 14:3
17:17; 18:4, 13, 26; 19:8, 26; 28:23; Epheuians
6:18-19; Phlippians 1:20; 2 Commithians 5:11;
Proverbs 25:1.

Speaking before kings and rulers:

Psalm 119:46; Proverbs 22:29; Aces 4:8; 24:10-21;
24-27; 26:1-32

Always ready to speak, even to those who oppose:
Ezekiel 33:8-9; Marthew 10:18-20, 32-33;
Colossians 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:25; 4:1-2; | Peter 3:15.
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FInaly urren

M\.’ ]]tl.\]".lhd and | met, fell in love
and por married. | was not a Christian
and looking back, now with three
daughters of my own, | am terrified
that my children might one day marry
nonChristians. But the Lord is graci
.'H‘Iul. 0 umxi.

We had a grear honeymoon period
Then lite got hard. | became angry and
resentful. | made more money than my
husband, and coming from a family that
had a lor of money, | had certain expecta
tion for how things should be. While |
managed a bookstore, he taught elemen-
tary school. We bought our first house as

merely a "starter home.” | thoughe | need

ed more o ’ Dy

JL‘\L';\'\'.- Dt |

schedule and ked perfect. Yet it w
nt. We drifred apart ar rdly talke
After our first daughter rth, the Lor
convicted my husband to pet ick int

Giod's Word and into tellow --'..i-'_t_:.'i-
other believers and he did. He always took
our daughter with him=my resentment

harder and [ was so

ot \!L‘l"["-t'r, myv heart |

angry with him for leaving 1 sund
mormings

Since | work | KSTOm
brought home New Ag ks, Wic
books and evenyt
"religious” but wasn't Christ M
husband never got ruffled or angry. He

just kept doing what the Lor | command

ed Him ro do and he prayed a lot
\\;'ht‘l'l our second da |-_‘_l'|[-_‘7 Wils

born. (we were hardly talking so how did |

get pregnant’) she was born perfectly

ht‘:llfh‘h but at 10 mu nth

il

RSV virus leaving her left lung badly dan
.lL’L‘\J, Every cold she ught meantar weht
in the hospital or zeT ] st i

It was exhausting

One dav | collapsed. | was at the
Children's Hospiral in Minne polis crying
when a nurse came in and said, "Don't
you worry, the Lord has plans for this little
one." I could have slugged her. If [ heard
one more thing about God | was going ro
scream. | went to the bathroom and as
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wis being attended to, [ wept
| kepr thinking that all we needed to help
Lilvanne was more money and better do

tors. [ thought [ could control this. Bur,

1 T A i \
uas, | ."‘IIJ:] t. NO one can control ‘-ll:\‘1‘-
L 1 Catch ViIruses. No one human, at
sked t i o re Himself
- fFHas u e v ¥
[ -
1 |
. Fix e. | cried and cnied
I SUTT nr v ATTIARY
1 1
r vaelt to R D 1T Wit a lnst

of "if, then" statements which isn't com
'|‘|1'Tt' --1:.'11'!‘..[: r. But fLESS what! T]IL' ] ord
\!h"\.h,'L] LUp CVETY \I,l\' \\'llL'H | .I‘-LL'-I-. i {e
lead me to the right people to ralk to, He
brought me to His Word, which 1 secretly

my husb |!‘\! wasn t

Y Marrage

He brought me to my knees in front of my
TEsro Ty SOU
! oletely surr « 1o Hir
\ t two weeks after meeting with Him
in the hospital restroom | qQuiIt oy job. |
began to live on a budget. Slowly, with

baby steps and sometimes great stricdes, |
wanted nothing more in life than to be a
pood wife, helpmeet and mother!

|. '|'\.I'.|'|l\'

looking. He

Loming to\ hrist ,mJ

having my world changed so dramarically
has not been easy. My daughrers all love
the Lord and want to serve Him. [ sl
can't |1L'|||' l".lt Cry \\.'lu'h I||r\' dre -1n_1.Iil‘I.L!
hwmns in the church service. Who am 1'to
have this in my life? Who am | that my
children will know who the Lord is and

can freely read His Word and pray? Why

im | lessed to be His
This vear, my husband and [ will cele-
brate our 18th wedding anniversary. We

were married for seven years unequally
voked and have now enjoyed eleven years
walking with Christ. My heart just swells
at the Lord's faithfulness. 1 love our little,
one bathroom house! | love that we are
homeschooling our three daughters even
though my husband reaches in the public
school. | love that [ am a stay-athome
mom! 1 am grateful that my husband was
strong enough to E1a.'||‘ me walk to the

TOss

STACIE WENNDT
St. Louis Park, Minnesota, USA

bswenndt@msn.com

Blair and Stacie's children are Jordan (15),
Lilyanne (12) and Miranda (8).
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SMPLICITY|.......

As | sat on the step of our one room cabin,
watching my little ones climb trees and
chase a group of mischievous goats from the

2, | found myselt u.'n:'.;{crm-,: what

LG

. 1 |
God must think of me. Nine months preg

b |3

nant. my husband and 1 had just moved our

» band of children and a dog across
the country. We left our nice, large home in
Wisconsin in search of simplicity and :
fresh start. Sweat trickled down my face as
[}I.I.' ;1|m\:\r IOC L'rgn:r hL‘.lr 1\'.“ Liu‘.\'ﬂ |
glanced around at the old garden shed that
was to be our outhouse and laughed out
loud. Who would have thoughe an out-
house could be considered a luxury! Forget

. 1
Ir conditioning, Computer access and a

telephone. We're ralking abour hauling

warer and potty runs with a shovel Lipq\ in
the woods in the I:HJ-_]'u' of the m-_:ht!
Our journey toward simplicity began

| 1
almost

U years ago, shortly after my por
geous n ind | \mied Or
nother ne da ¢ |OOR As
young 5 VWA AC WETE
jware of p I the wor n¢ € Insid
< ddecire for 1 - We cnane | Yy ehe
1 sl i wi spent Jong nignes,
1 1 ' \ 1
sitning sice, watg 2 the firethies, plan-

ning how we would raise our children, what

our family would stand for, and how we

al
could bear the |11:i11 of Christ in the world,
Although we wanted to live a life of

I 1
I‘:IL]:\..I, lr." ON 1O Jesus, we Were unsur

my hand at making bread. After our first
child was born, we insisted on only a few
wooden or cloth roys (which we found to be
nearly :|11[‘\=~\|}‘|L‘1_ llw\i cloth Jmp_-_n {until
the laundry piled up) and stopped wartching

ot R AT aie 1
V. While lite did seem simpler for a ume

usyness and materialism of this fast
p wced world continued to Ik'.rf on the door
Of our :’:L'.l.‘7~

Time and time again, we modified our
lifestyle, pruned excess and sought God for
the answer to our struggle to maintain a life
of simplicity. While we experienced His
blessings, we continued to feel restless and

once again we embraced the very mentality

i

ned. After three moves and four

' iren we

und ourselves in a beauriful
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new home on rwenty acres. This surely
\I'UlIIJ }‘l.' tllk‘ P!.IL cof -»!m_r‘lu'm wT }'I.hj
longed for

Four years and a homebirth larer, we
found that In Ng in the country made the

to the mall just a licdle longer. Yet great

ild be found ondine and a larper
wise meant more storage for the things we
wcquired, | ut -;.I.l."ull' I".'.]lll".' ﬁL‘L‘.I Y‘n H".IL.‘l\[

God and felt a call 1o leave everything and

live with only what was absolurely necessary
My wonderful family agreed that we could

move in to their cabin, When my husband
miraculously landed an incredible job in a

neighboring town, we telr conhdent God

¢ P!u- JOOr 1ora ’|,!:, il mow ¢

We held a yard sale and loaded what

was left into our family van. Leaving

1 an amaaing I ITch commun)
fr ki & § v we ook the
” P ¥ Ak = [ hir
i 5 S
T e vETE ind 28
= r - 1 tr v ek
P ’ k * by b
| g ¢ ICas <
The e - . oI r it
% e i
n taught s many ssons—Mg
nto trrhr nlace
. £ pla
L D
o rhr A Te
o ! i gn rdpa
ITITNa Can sleeT

1
N sleeping througn

norne when it is at 9%

T t ight. Goar droppings
! it like lirtle rocks, hire ant | I 11
| ' r < for hot whi !
DICWVETS are T Vet wipes are essenna
nd a hawk wall trv o carry awav a two vear
dd! We also learned life in a one room
shin is far from simple—cone were all
romantc n O t l "|-. H.-'i-; on ’]'--'.
Prairic
As the birth of our sixth child was fast
ppr g. through the kindness of new
" P R e e on ¢

VAW L L

top of a mountain with a gorgeous view.
ﬂ]l‘ Il.‘.1\'l_"'~ WETe fuming .ln\l rl]k' l‘TTllLlnr
hues reflected our sense of change. After
years of searching, simpliciry seemed to
finally have become the fabric of our life.
Qur baby was born surrounded by love at
the home of our incredible midwite, As we
drove home with our new baby, my heart
was full and the sun was shining.

Later that day, however, my husband
broke the news thar because our house in
Wisconsin hadn't sold, we would have o
move back. During our si-month stay in
Virginia, we had used our reserve funds and
could no longer afford two mortgages
Although the thought of returning ro our

fr1-;nJ~ and tamily in the dairy state was

~A o o M s T
e hilessar with Dionne (16]

%) Kateri (4) Almangra (1.5

appealing, leaving our new life and our hard
won sense of simplicity was hard to swallow
We had prayed like never before that our
house would sell and had been confident
that God had led us to Virginia. Questions
filled my mind. Had we misheard God!
Was our faith nor strong enough! Afrer
manv tears and heartbreaking conversa-

tions. we said good-bve and on a gray and

rainy morning, headed back to our ho
Wisconsin,

As | now sit on the familiar deck of my
laree house, in the middle of a winter th
seems to know no end, watching my lit
ones play in the snow, 1 find myself once
again wondering what God must think ¢
me. | imagine Him smiling at the facrtl
took ten years, three moves, includlng 3
mave across the country and three months
without running water in a onesroom cabi
to finally teach this slow learner that sime
plicity does not lie in the size of our houses
the make of our vehicle or in whetheror =
not we soak our grain! xy

Simplicity 1s a matter of the hearts IS
have learned that wherever we are, if we
seck God with singlemindedness and

with our whole heart, we will find A
Him. He is to be found in the simple
things. The simple decisions we make
every day and the choices we make can __h
draw us closer ro Him. | am ﬂ(ﬂm
tul tor every blessing we have been :
gnven and daily seek o be a good stews
ard. On those days when that old rest
less feeling comes back, 1 remind
mvselt thar this world 1« not my home ]
and that [ am just a traveler passing
through.

[ love what St. Augustine said
eoner a thousand years ago, “Our hearts
ire restless, O God, unril they rest in you
now know that simplicity is not a placey
a matrer of the heart! | am simply in hg
with God.

Vi
PS. Lstill thank God every time | flushithe

toilet!

MARISA LARSON
Belderville, Wisconsin, USA

s_t_larson@hotmail.com

“And can the liberties of 2 nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis,
a conviction in the minds of the people that these liberties are the gift of God!

That they are not to be violated but with His wrath! Indeed 1 tremble for my country when 1 reflect
that God is just: that His justice cannot sleep forever.” =




C(I )
1‘11 not going to have any more

than two children. | don't want my figure
ruined.” “['ve got my career. |'ve got more
important things to do than stay home with
children.” *I don't want to nurse my baby; |
don't want to get sageing breasts.” The com-
ments keep coming—women trying to pre-
serve themselves from childbirth or any
extra sacrifice to their womanhood.

But, in actuality, does this work! [ am
always challenged by the words of Jesus in
Mark 8:35, “For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life
for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall
save it.” It is an eternal law, that when we
try to save our life we end up losing it.

And what about this lovely promise in
1 Timothy 2:15, NAS. “Women shall be
preserved through the bearing of children if
they continue in faith and love and sancrity
with self restraint.” Every woman wants to
be preserved. She wants her body to be pre-
served in good health, her figure to be in
shape, and she wants to be preserved men-
tally and spiritually.

This world system feeds us lies, It
pours out the reasons why women should
not have too many babies. But God's Word
says we will be preserved through embracing
motherhood and the bearing of children! A
woman's bocly was created for this task and
her womanly functions atrophy when they
are no longer used. The word “preserved”
in 1 Timothy 2:15 is the Greek word, sozo.
It means to be “protected, delivered,
restored, saved and preserved.” [ certainly
want to be preserved in my womanliness,
don’t you? Let's discover some of the ways
we are preserved.

We are Preserved

Physically
Ovarian Cancer
Ovarian cancer is on the increase roday.
Twentytwo thousand women are diagnosed
each year and 15,000 die of this cancer.
One of the reasons is that women are cur-
ting off childbearing. Pregnancy and breast-
feeding provide a crucial resting period tor
the ovaries. Because of limiting their fami-
lies, most women today are ovulating about
450 times during their life time instead of
only abour 150 times.

An article called, Timing of Pregnancy
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and the Risk of Epithelial Ovarian Cancer'
states, “The accumulared evidence from epi-
demiological studies suggests thar the risk of
epithelial cancer of the ovary is strongly
related to the number of ovulations
throughout a woman's reproductive life.”*
Pregnancy hormones are beneficial to the
ovaries. They help to clear precancerous
cells from the epithelial lining of the ovary,
Because older women will have accumulat-
ed more cells than younger women, preg-
nancy at an older age is also a blessing, ' A
casecontrolled study revealed thar women
30 years of age or older at the time of their
last birth had approximately half the risk of
women who completed childbearing before
age 25 years. Another study reported a 60%
increased risk of ovarian cancer among
women who delivered their last birth before
age 25 compared with women who deliv-
ered ar an older age.*

The more children a mother has, the
less risk of ovarian cancer. Women who
bear their first child before the age of 22 are
less likely to develop ovarian cancer which
again proves the Bible when it says, *As
arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so
are children of the youth.” (Psalm 127:4)
Interestingly, a mother who gives birth o
twins, or more, reduces her risk of ovarian
cancer even more than a single pregnancy.’

Breast Cancer

Breast cancer is the most common malig-
nancy in women. With every menstrual
cycle, cells in the breast grow and divide
and therefore have the possibility of accu-
mulating mutations which could lead o
breast cancer. Therefore, the longer a moth-
er breastfeeds, the less likelihood of breast
cancer. In The Intemational Jowrnal of
Epidemiology it says that breastfeeding can
reduce the risk of breast cancer by up to 30
percent.”

David Bjerklie writes in Time
Magazine, "An analysis of nearly 50 studies
involving 150,000 women in 30 countries
found that the number of children women
bear and how long they breast-feed may
help determine their chance of developing
breast cancer. Women who had six or seven
children and breast-fed each for two years
had cancer rates less than half those of
women who had two or three children and
breastfed them for only two months.””

And what abour your figure!
Breastfeeding helps you to get back into
shape sooner, bringing you back to size by

six weeks postpartum. And you use up to
500 calories a day while nursing! Isn't that
good! 1 loved all the years | was nursing
babies. I didn't have to worry about what |
ate and I sill stayed slim!

Human Chorionic
nadotropin
Do you feel sick when pregnant? It is the
hormone, hCG, which is produced by the
placenta to maintain the early stages of
pregnancy. Don't despair; try and smile for
it is actually a blessing. When you feel lousy
with morning sickness, remember that this
hormone is helping you to prevent cancer.
Johana Vanegas, M.D., a research associate
at Fox Chase, revealed that rats exposed to
hCG over a 21 day period (the length of rat
pregnancy), are far less likely to develop
breast cancer when exposed to a known car-
cinogen,

Estriol

Estriol is a protective estrogen hormone. It
is one of the three estrogens produced by
the body—estrone, estradiol and estriol.
During pregnancy the body produces up to
1,000 times more estriol to protect the
mother and developing baby.

In one particular study, researchers
compared estriol levels during pregnancy
with breast cancer incidence 40 years larer.
Results revealed that of the 15,000 women
who entered the study, those with the high-
est levels of estriol relative to other estro-
gens during pregnancy had the lowest can-
cer risk. As the relative level of estriol
increased during pregnancy, risk of breast
cancer decreased 40 years later. In face,
women with the highest level of estriol dur-
ing pregnancy had 58% lower risk for breast
cancer compared with women who had the
lowest serum estriol levels.”

Estriol has also been shown to improve
EAE, MS and collagen-induced arthrins.” It
also has benefits for hearr health, bone den-
sity and postmenopausal health.

Anti-Aging
Estriol, this wonderful pregnancy hormone,
also has anti-aging properties.
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Manufacrurers are now using estriol in
face creams to reduce wrinkles, maintain
skin firmness, elasticity and moisture con-
tent. This is just another proof of being
preserved through motherhood. Every preg-
nancy will help your aging. I love this, don't

you!

Adrenal Fatigue

Pregnancy can help heal the adrenals. |
know a young mother who suffered with
panic attacks because of going through a
serious trial in her life. She feared getting
pregnant again knowing she did not want
to combine the traumatic panic attacks with
pregnancy. Eventually, after much research
she read thar adrenal burn out could be
remedied through pregnancy. She went
ahead in faith, became pregnant and has
not had a panic artack since. Adrenal
Fartigue, The 21st Century Stress Syndrome,
page 252 quotes, “Pregnancy helps adrenal
fatigue because the fetus produces a greater
amount of narural adrenal hormones than
the amount in the non-pregnant female.”

Oxytocin

God is so good to the mother. He doesn't
give her a baby and say, “Here you are; now
you can manage on our own.” Instead, He
gives her two hormones to help her with
mothering. Both axytocin and prolactin are
produced in the pregnant and nursing
mother. Oxytocin is known by different
names—the “love™ hormone, the “cuddle”
hormone and the “bonding” hormone. |
love to call it the “calming” hormone.
When the mother puts the baby to the
breast and the milk lets down, she experi-
ences a calming feeling come over her.
Often she will fall to sleep on the job! This
is such a wonderful boon to a mother, espe-
cially when she has a number of lirtle chil
dren. | was not a calm and relaxed person
when | started on the advenrure of moth-
er—the very opposite, in fact. Butas |
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nursed my babies over the years, constantly
being calmed by this God-given hormone,
my personality changed. My daughters used
to call it “relaxin” instead of “oxytocin.”

A dear yoling mother, who I know per-
sonally, gave birth to her third baby when
her husband had an accident with very seri-
ous head injuries. It was touch-and-go for
his life. Wellwishing friends advised her to
wean her baby because it would be too
much for her to cope with, especially as she
had to drive an hour and a half to the city
cach day to visit her husband. But her wise
mother encouraged her to continue nurs-
ing. Every day, through the long difficul
months, she took her nursing baby to the
hospital with her. It turmed out to be her
greatest blessing. The hormone oxytocin
helped reduce her stress levels during this
trying ordeal.

Oxytocin is also released in lovemak-
ing, touching and even eating together. [ am
sure we would see a lot more peace and con-
tentment if families would sit together and
fellowship for their family meals. It is inter-
esting that studies reveal less domestic abuse
in breastfeeding families. And few breastfed
mothers suffer from postpartum depres-
SI0M.

Oxytocin also causes contraction of
the urerus, which inhibits the risk of bleed-
ing and promotes the return of the uterus
to its original shape and size.

Prolactin

Prolactin, which is involved in milk produc-
tion, also has a calming and sedating affect
upon the mother. Prolactin increases with
sucking stimulation. The more a mother
nurses her baby, the more prolactin she pro-
duces and the more motherly she feels. An
interesting study disclosed that when pro-
lactin was injected into a rooster, he became
clucky, gathering the litrle chickens under
his wings. Researchers on animals in the
wild show that while nursing, the mother

OTHERHOOD

will fight to death any intruder that would
touch her young one. But once she has
weaned, the young animal is left to fight for
itself. This hormone binds the mother to
the baby and causes her to be very motherly
and protective,

Biodentical Hormones

Today many women are using biodentical
hormones (not chemical HRT) to balance
their hormones, to increase lacking libido,
to feel good and to stop antiaging. What
are these hormones! They are the same hor-
mones that increase amazingly in the preg-
nant woman—HGH (human grown hor-
mone), estrogens, progesterone which
increases one hundredfold and available
testosterone which increases by 20 percent.
Each time a woman becomes pregnant, she
has all these benefits and the blessings con-
tinue throughout her life.

Progesterone

I'm sure you'll want to know just a few
more plusses you receive from progesterone
which jumps up 100 times when you are
pregnant. Not only does it guard you from
breast cancer, but it protects you from car-
diac-related health problems and also pro-
motes the function and maintenance of the
brain. Progesterone helps alleviate anxiety
and depression by increasing your produc-
tion of GABA (Gamma-Aminobutyric
Acid), the neurotransmitter that causes you
to feel calm and relaxed. GABA is often
called the “sleep inducer™!

If all this is not enough, progesterone
also improves the immune system, builds
bones, improves hearing, protects from
seizures and decreases allergies, irritable
bowel syndrome, interstitial cystitis and
water retention.

Multiple Sclerosis

Prolactin also spurs spontaneous produc-
tion of myelin, a fatty substance that
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rebuilds a protective coating around nerve
cells. This process can repair damaged nerve
cells responsible for MS. A study at the
Hotchkiss Brain Institute compared preg-
nant and nonpregnant mice of the same
age group. They found that pregnant mice
had twice as many myelin-producing cells as
non-pregnant mice and they continued ro
generate new cells during pregnancy. This is
another reason why MS usually goes into
remission during pregnancy.

Diabetes

A diabetic mother who is breastfeeding her
baby needs less insulin than a bortlefeeding
mother.

Rheumatoid Arthritis

Seventy-five percent of women who have
RA go into remission when pregnant.

We are Preserved

Emotionally

As we have already learned, God gives calm-
ing hormones to nursing mothers that help
her stress levels.

Having children also delivers us from a
selfcentered life. Before we have children,
we have time to dote on ourselves. Some
young people take at least half an hour or
more to put on their make up each day.
Wait until children come. They soon leam
to do it in two minutes or less!

We are all prone to self-pity and selfish-
ness but children take our mind off our-
selves as we minister to their needs. This is
healthy. We are much better emotionally
when we care for others. Often when peo-
ple come to me, depressed and full of self-
pity, I encourage them to think of some-
thing they can do for someone else. I myself
have been healed from sickness in my body
and selfcenteredness in my mind by doing
something for someone else. We come back
again to the eternal law thar Jesus gave,
“Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall
lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life shall
preserve it.” (Luke 17:33)

[ have observed women rotally taken
up with their problems, fears and phobias,
but when they married and children came
along they soon forgor about all their lirtle
personal problems. How wonderful to be
preserved from our selfpitying, seli<ompla-
cent, selfpleasing, selfsarisfying, selfgranfy-
ing, selfsecking, selfpampering, self-conceit-
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ed, self-opinionated, selfserving, self-preoc-
cupied and self<entered life. There is no
greater deliverance!

We can rejoice that motherhood deliv-
ers us from emotional weakness. For the
sake of children we must not give into emo-
tional stress. We have to be strong and take
courage, exercising selfcontrol and a disci-
plined life. And who gets blessed in doing
this! You and me.

1 am always challenged by 2
Corinthians 5:15. "And that He died for all,
that they which live should not henceforth
live unto themselves, bur unto Him which
died for them, and rose again” And also
John 12:24, “Except a corn of what fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”

We are Preserved

Spirit
piritually

The context of the Scripture in 1 Timothy
2:13-15 is that we will be saved from decep-
tion. Verse 14 NEB says, "It was not Adam
who was deceived; it was the woman who,
yielding ro deception, fell into sin. Yet she
will be saved through motherhood...” The
more women move away from the purpose
for which they were created, the more prone
they are to get into deception. Embracing
motherhood keeps us in the perfect will of
God. Embracing child-bearing keeps us
walking in the very purpose for which we
were created.

Thousands of women have been lured
from the home by humanists and feminists
trying to find their fulfillment in their
career outside the home. They have been
deceived to think that childbearing is an
inferior task when all along it is the grearest
mission given to them. Many women come
to me after a seminar and say, “Thank you
for giving me permission to be who I really
want to be!”

God didn't make two Adams to go out
from the home and leave the children. He
made an Adam and an Eve. He planned for
the mother to be in the heart of the home
and embrace and nurture children.
Feminists have deceived women to believe
that motherhood is second-rate, yet they
themselves are deceived. They are actually
annihilating womanhood. They purport
that a woman can only find status in doing
what a man does, whereas a woman doesn't

have to do what a man does to find her

worth. She finds her worth in who God cre
ated her ro be—a woman! She has been
given the wondrous gift to conceive life, to
nurture it in her womb and to nourish,
mother and rrain this life.

Each new life 2 woman conceives is an
eternal soul that will live forever.

Motherhood is an eternal career, not
some earthly aspiration that will be left

behind one day. Truly, as we embrace moth-
erhood, we are saved from deception.

NANCY CAMPBELL

P.S. If you have a testrmony of being healed
from a disease, hormonal imbalance, or
anything else through pregnancy, | would love
to hear from you. Send your testimony by
email attachment, with subject heading,
PRESERVED 10 nancy@aboverubies.org
Type anly one space between sentences.
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We've all heard the phrase, “Laughter is the
best medicine.” It is not an old wives' tale.

It is proved medically. Laughing protects the

heart, relaxes the body, relieves stress, releas
& endorphins and boosts the immune sys-
tem which improves resistance to disease. It
sounds like we could do with a dose of
laughing, doesn’t it? My mother told me
about a man she read about who was diag-
nosed with cancer. He decided that if he
only had three weeks to live, he might as
well make them happy. He asked people to
find all the funny movies they could find
for him. He laughed so much that he
laughed himself back to health! We know
the adage, “An apple a day keeps the doctor

away~ but recently I read that “A laugh a day

will keep the heart attack away.”

The following are a few of the hun-
dreds of stories our readers have sent in
about funny things that have happened
with their children and in their homes.
Laughing is contagious in the home=more
than coughs, colds and ‘flu’s. | remember
reading a book on the plane between Los
Angeles and New Zealand. Some inci-
dents were so funny that | couldn't stop
laughing out loud. People around me
started to laugh too, even though they
didn't know what I was laughing about.
May laughing fill your home. Nancy

I Better Call Mother!
My husband and I had been married for
abour a month when we began to invite
families to our home for dinner. As the
second oldest in a family of twelve [ had
been a main cook in our home. [ now dis-
covered a whole new world as [ tried ro do
everything by myself! | frequenty called
my mother just to “check” about this
recipe or that.

One of the first families we invited
were dear friends from church. | was ina
craze trying to make sure everything was
cooked to perfection. Was the steak over-
cooked? What if the bread was doughy?
What was | supposed to preheat the oven to
again’ Not wanting to drive my mother
insane with so many calls, | scoured the
Internet for any facts | needed.

Later that nighe after dinner (yes, the
steak was overcooked, but the “medium-
rare” husbands were more than forgiving)
the mother of the family asked if she could
show us a really interesting video she had
seen online. Michael ran to fetch the laptop
and the first thing the dear woman saw
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when the Internet browser popped up were
some very (overly) detailed instructions on
how to cook a BAKED POTATO! The
room erupted into laughter and I rurned a
very dark shade of red.

Maybe next time I'll just call my
mother..."

REBEKAH THOMAS

Foxborough, Massachusetrs, USA
doveliasperto@gmail.com

Michael and Rebekah were marned on
February 215t 2009 and are cagerly expecting
a new addition to ther famly this December.

e One night, as he sleepily prayed h“
ead of ending his prayer with Amdﬁ

d with, “Yours sincerely, Martijn Sm‘h" )

Juice Bar

My threeyearold daughter, Cara, was fasci-
nated to watch me nurse the new baby,
Karrina. One day, as we were rocking and
nursing, she asked me, "Mommy, is that
milk™ After some thought, she asked, "And
is that grape juice on the other side”™

MICHELLE HOWE
Athens, Michigan, USA
howesthat@sbeglobal.net

Watch and Pray

When my son was abour four years old, he
was in the prayer room with a friend of ours
before the church service began. He

Time to

observed her walking abour as she prayed,
Spencer stopped her to ask, “Why do you
pray with your eyes open!” To appease him,
she said, “Well... the Bible says to watch
and pray.” She then reached for his hand
and asked, “Do you want to pray with me?”
He sat down and replied, “No thanks. I'll
just watch.”

CHARISSE DULANEY

Mount Airy, North Carolina, USA
risse_d@earthlink.net

Glenn and Chanisse’s children are Spencer (13),
Brooklynn (11) and Alyssa (9).

Stole the Underwear!
A few years ago, when the younger
children and [ were reading through
the book of Genesis together, we
came to the story of Jacob moving
away from Laban. My little girl inter-
rupted me as | read and asked in the
maost shocked voice, "Did Jacob steal
his father in law's underwear”™ I'd
just read Genesis 31:20, "And Jacob
stole away unawares to Laban the
Syrian in that he told him not that
he fled."

SHERI HEPWORTH

Auburn Hills, Michigan, USA
sheri_hepworth@hotmail.com

David and Sheri’s children are David (26),
Carmella (25), Tiffany (23), Katren (13), Caeley
(11), and Samuel (9).

Mighty Man of Valor
It was the middle of the night. [ was lying
next to my husband nursing our 17-month-
old son. The dog barked outside and woke
up our threeyearold daughter in the other
room. She cried out, "Mommy, the dog is
barking”... over and over as small children
do. I gently tapped my husband on the
shoulder and said, "Hun, the dog is barking
and woke up Marianna.”

He instantly woke up, flew up out of
bed and jumped up with eyes wide open in
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a quarterback football stance ready to take
on the world, but had no idea what he was
supposed to do. | had to repeat what | had
already rold him and he went to comfort
Marianna and hush the dog. Of course,
Marianna ended up in bed with us wide-
awake.

We still enjoy a great laugh at how
quickly he flew out the bed to tackle the
world with no idea why!

STEPHANIE BLAIR

Winchester, Virginia, USA
thramfan 1 3@a0l.com

Tim and Stephanie’s children are Marah (15),
Mikayla (10), Miranda (7), Marianna (3) and
Landon (17 months).

’
I’'m a Hooker!
As we were driving back from
Massachusetrs, fiveyear-old Nadia
kept unhooking her seat belt. | had
said something to her each time bur
this is the dialogue of the last straw...
Mama: “Nadia' Are you unhooking
your seat belt again!”
Nadia: “I am just helping you o fix it."
Mama: “Nadia, | keep telling you to
leave it alone. It is not a toy; it is to
keep you safe. | am going to have to talk to
Officer Powell so he can have a talk to you
about seat belt safety. I will tell him that you
are an unhooker.”
Nadia: “But Mama, [ am just a plain hook-
er”
SHANNON ZAICHENKO
Chesapeake, Virginia, USA
zaichenko@msn.com
Dmitri and Shannon are blessed to have Nadia (5)
and Deema (2).

Mom’s Cooking Needs Help!
My husband, David, often asks one of the
children to bless a meal. When our four-
yearold was called on to pray recently, he
very sincerely thanked the Lord for those
who “repaired” the food.

BECKY COMBS

Girard, Pennsylvania, USA
dcombsfamily@bellsouth.net

David and Becky's children are Enica (22),
Andrew (13), Emily (9), Pad Isaac (4), and
Caleb (4 months).

Umbilical Cords
My oldest was 2.5 yrs when her little broth-
er was born. She was completely fascinared
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with his umbilical cord scump. She watched
as it darkened, hardened into a little black
nub and finally fell off. Eating pizza one
night, she looked at her slice in disgust.
When asked what was wrong, she pointed
to the black olives and said, "1 not eat dose!”
We couldn't understand her sudden aver-
sion to her once favorite topping until she
explained—she was positive that they were
umbilical cords!

JULI MARCELLUS

Richmond, Virginia, USA
jfmarcellus@yahoo.com
Duight and Juli's children are Abby (8), Jack
Grayson (5) and Kit (15 months).

Janine’s Jokes
The following are just a few of the funny
things my children have said...

Qut shopping with my five children aged
six, four, two and newborn twins, a lady
stopped and said, “Looking at your family
makes me feel sick to my stomach” ro which
my daughter added, “Run to the toilet and
do it there!”

| homeschool my children and when asked
at the store the other day why they were not
at school my oldest explained that he was
home schooled. Oh, said the lady, you
must have a great teacher (winking at me),
to which my son replied, “No, she is just my
mom!”

Coming into the kitchen my fiveyear-old
daughter told me that she was starving. |
replied, “1 don't think you are starving.”
She said, "Yes, | am, Jesus ate all my food
and drunk all my drink” (Jesus lives in her,
literally!)

As pastor of our church, my husband held a

couple’s newborn son to pray over him and
bless him. He had just started to pray, when
my threeyear: old commented rather loudly,
*Is that baby trying to nurse on daddy or
something”™

LK ]
Stopping to look at our identical twin girls a
lady asked my sixyearold son how he rells
them apart. "Oh, it's easy,” he says, "this
one has a funny face and that one doesn't.”
We had anklets around our twin daughters'
legs so we could tell them apart. We had
green on one and yellow on the other. My
motherin-law was over and commented on
how nice they looked and then proceeded
to ask, "Why didn't you make them the
same color”™ Overhearing the ques-
tion, my sixyear-old replied, "Grandma
doesn't seem very bright.” Thankfully,
Grandma laughed right along with us!

JANINE FERRIER

Arkona, Ontario, Canada
ja%ferrier@yahoo.ca

Jonathan and Janime's blessmgs are Kaleb
(6), Lydia (5), Malachi (3) and Rachael and
Rebecca (1),

I Beg Your Pardon!

My African-American friend and [ gave
birth to our babies around the same time.
Sometime later, we decided to go to the
mall to enjoy some walking with our new
babies and let the roddlers and preschoolers
play on the mall play area (as it was freezing
cold in Michigan at that time). Marlene had
both babies in a double stroller, 1 had two
younger toddlers in another stroller, and we
had a whole gagele of little ones around us.

An older gentleman came over and
asked Marlene that same old question, "Are
they all yours?™ Before she could respond,
her then fouryearold son said very marter-
of-factly, "Just the black ones, mister.”

The poor man was red-faced and
speechless!

KIMBERLY EDDY

Fostoria, Michigan, USA
kimberly@joyfulmomma.org

Martin and Kimberly are joyful parents to Ruth
(16), Judah (14), Anastasia {12), Esther (11)
and Isobel (10).

- -
Brains or Drains?
When my son was about five years we were

sitting at the dinner table when he suddenly
continued on page 22
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asked, “Why do we have brains!” [ went
into an elaborate story of how God made us
special with special parts for special jobs
and how the brain helps us to not only
think, but to do all the fun things we like
doing, like laughing, jumping—and on |
went. My son looked at me rather strangely
and said, “Mum, | was asking about
BRAINS! The things that have the water go
down in the gutter.”

ROBYN CARTON

Brisbane, Queensland, Australia
grskcarton@ourbrisbane.com
Geoff and Robyn's children are Sam (15)
and Kate (13).

A Hole in the Car!

My mother, whom my children call
Mia, was visiting. As she was leaving
she waved out of the sunroof of her
station wagon. Shortly thereafter
my motherin-law came over and my
daughter said matter of factly, "Mia
has a hole in her car. She should
fix ie."

DEBRA WALLACE

Rachester, New York, USA
debrawallace@gmail.com

Jason and Debra are blessed with Matthew (6),
Christian (5), Melady (3), and Caleb (7 months).
Matthew and Christan are adopted and they lost
three to miscarmiage.

Who is Real?

Ben and I were in the kitchen together. He
was washing dishes and [ was frying the last
of the pancake batter. Three or four
younger children sat at the table eating
when Ben, always trying to find a "legiti-
mate” way to play a joke, said to his little sis-
ter, "Liz, did you ever hear the story about
how Ben made a duplicate! I'm his dupli-
cate.”

Liz, having been fooled too many
times, replied, "Now I KNOW that's a made
up story.”

Ben said, "No, really. I'm Ben's dupli-
cate. [ do all the work while the real Ben
reads books all day.” That got us all going.
Abby said, "I'm Abby's duplicate. The real
Abby's in bed."

Isaid, "I'm Mommy's duplicate, The
real Mommy is out hiking the Appalachian
Trail with all her real children.”

We continued to share our ideas of
what our "real” selves were doing while our
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"duplicates” stayed home and did all the
work. But this humorous exchange became
a blessing to me when Ben said, "But when
it's time for prayer meeting all the real peo-
ple come back and go to prayer meeting.”

CATHY NEWTON

Lunenburg, Ontario, Canada
keeper_at_home1986@yahoo.ca

Tom and Cathy's children ave Nathanael (21),
Josiah (19), Sarah (17), Elijah (14),

Benjamin (13), Abigail (10), Elizabeth (6),
John (4), Timothy (3) and Samuel (14 months).

erinlaw said, "Thnt’; great
nd, Ty." Ty answered, “No,

The Poor Cupboard

One evening when Jenny was about six
months old I set her on the floor and told
13yearold Matt to watch her while |
hemmed a dress. [ heard a thump and
Jenny started crying.

"What happened” I said.

"She fell and bumped her head,” Mart
said. «

"Well, do something,” I said, busily
sewing. "Rub where she bumped it." Jenny
kepr crying. | tumed around and there was
Jenny sitting on the floor crying forlornly
while Matt was on his knees earnestly rub-
bing the edge of the cupboard.

"Matr, WHAT are you doing?”

"You SAID, ‘Rub it where she bumped
it.” He was serious.

DORCAS SMUCKER

Harrisburg, Oregon, USA
dorcassmucker@gmail.com

Paul and Dorcas' children are Mate (23), Amy
(20), Emily (18), Ben (15), Steven (14) and
Jenny (10).

A Frog in my Throat
Our fiveyear- old son's friend told him, "]

have a frog in my throat." My son had never
heard the expression before and asked if he

could see. Matthew opened up so he could
take a look. Later Brock told me, “There

really was a frog in there, ‘cause it smelled

like a frog!"
SHERRI WIEBE

Moorefield, Ontario, Canada
jmre@cyg.net

Jack and Sherrie's children are Destiney (12),
Brock (10), Madison (7) and Carter (4).

Food in the Desert

When Julia was in Tst grade, | gave her a
standardized test to see how she was
doing in school. One of the questions
was, “Where would you most likely
find food!" and three pictures were pre-
sented: an ocean, a mountain, and a
desert. She marked "desert” and after
we sent our test back in | questioned
her about this, She answered, “God fed

all those Israelites in the desert, so you

can get a lot of food there!”

LAURA PALACIOS

Southlake, Texas, USA
laurapalacios@netzero.net

Emest and Laura’s children are Emily (11),
Julia (9) and Joseph (8).

Grandma’s Glasses

When I was teaching my oldest daughter
how to read, she was strugeling to under-
stand the basic concepts of phonics, though
she desperately wanted to learn. Finally,
after a visit with my in-laws, she rold me she
figured out what was wrong. "l know what
the problem is, momma. I don't have any
reading glasses like grandma!"

KIMBERLY EDDY

Fostoria, Michigan, USA
kimberly@joyfulmomma.org

Martin and Kimberly are joyful parents to Ruth
(16), Judah (14), Anastasia (12), Esther (11)
and [sobel (10).

L]

Forget Teeth brushing!
A couple of years back a toothpaste recall
was issued on the 6:00 news. Apparently
certain toothpaste brands could possibly
have dangerous chemicals in them, which
could be harmful or even fatal to con-
sumers. The news channel gave a website
that listed brands and lot numbers for
everyone to check their toothpaste.

My husband instructed our children to
retrieve their toothpaste tubes from their
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bathrooms and bring them o him so he
could check them againse the website. Our
two daughters quickly responded with their
tube, followed not so quickly by their broth-
er, Austin.

As my husband typed away on the
computer to verify the safety of the first
tube, Austin laid his on the desk next to the
keyboard and said, "Here is my toothpaste,
Dad. Um... so Dad, this woothpaste could
kill ya huh” To which my husband replied,
"Yes son, that is a possibility.”

Horrified and without thinking Austin
quickly replied with great relief, "Well it's a
good thing | don't brush my teeth then!”

TINA BLESSITT

London, Kentucky, USA
Blessits@yahoo.com

Allen and Tina's chuldren are Aaron age (22),
Adhley (18), Ally (15) and Austin (13).

L3
The Jitters
About four years ago we went on a family
holiday in the Marlborough Sounds (New
Zealand). The weather was cold and rainy
mast of the time. When we finally got a rea-
sonably fine patch we jumped in for a swim.
Ben quickly got cold and started shivering.
We still laugh when we remember him ask-
ing "Mummy, why does my mouth keep
going open and shut™

BRONWYN KERR

Marlborough, New Zealand
bronwyn@paradise.net.nz

David and Bronwsyn's children are Ben (8), Sam
{5) and Jamie (3),

Daddy Wouldn't Forget

I loaded the four children into the van,
threaded through a detour and onelane
traffic to the downtown library. We parked
and as | lifted Benjamin from his car seat, |
derected the sweet, buttery scent of baby
poop which had migrated up his back.

In our scramble to leave the house, |
had forgotten to pack an extra outfit for
him. I wiped him down as best [ could, rea-
soning that no one would see his stained
clothing because he would be tucked inside
the sling. | walked to the passenger side o
let the older children our and asked,
"Where is the library bag”™ The realization it
was still at home by the door hit me!
Without our book returns it was pointless
o go on.

We rebuckled with my promise o
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drive home, grab the bag, and come right
back. As we pulled out of the parking lot, a
young voice in the backseat piped up,
"Daddy would never forget the library bag,
would he™

KRISTIN SHOCKLEY

Salisbury, Maryland, USA
two_pogs@verizon.net

Brian and Kristin's children are Gavin (6), Maddie
(4), Owen (2), and Benjamin (8 months).

Which Miami?

Fouryear-old Madelynn upon hearing a
change of plans...

Mommy: “Daddy’s going to take you to
Miami for your Docror's appointment this
time”

Daddy: “That's right pumpkin; Il take you
to Miami.”

Madelynn: “So... are we going to your Ami
Daddy, or are we going to Mommy's Ami!

MICHELLE SMITH

Naples, Florida, USA
mickeyade@embargmail.com

Glenn and Michelle, marmied 5 years, blessed
with three children here on earth, Madelynn (10)
Jacob (8) and Graham (3), three m Heaven,
and expectmg another blessing this August, a baby
gl named Clarre.

Protecting Husband
My husband and I arrived home from our
honeymoon to our little college housing
apartment. Beautiful wedding gifts were
perfectly displayed on the kitchen cabinet. 1
was cooking supper when a furry lictle
mouse scurried acrass the counter top. |
screamed. My husband being the male pro-
tector, grabbed his over-powered BB gun
and proclaimed, "Get back, I'll get him." As
I ran, he aimed the gun, following the
mouse all across the cabinet. Finally, |
yelled, "No, our wedding presents!” Luckily,
it distracted my husband long enough for
the mouse to get away and my beautiful
wedding presents were still in one piece.
Still relishing his first real "protective” duty
as n husband he proclaimed, "I would have

gorten him!"

MELISSA SCHULTZ

Fort Collins, Colorado
missaann628@yahoo.com

John and Melissa's children are: Christopher (5),
Lily (2), and Dalton (2 months).

Hand Mixed!

One afternoon as | was doing (yet another
load of) laundry, fouryearold Max came to
the door of the laundry room and asked,
“Mommy, can | make some pudding for
desert tonight!” (He was four or five at the
time).

A bit distractedly [ said, “Not at the
moment, Max. I'm kinda busy.”

With his usual persistence, he replied,
“But I'll get one of the brothers to help.”
(Meaning his three older brothers, who
ranged in age from seven to twelve).

Good, | thought, he's already recruited
Brendan or Scott. No problem! “Yes, Max.
You may make some, if you've got your
brother helping. Make sure you follow the
directions.”

“We will, Mommy,” was his little bird-
chirp reply. He waited for me to reach up
and get down his pudding box, which I did
with a pause of reflection for how big he
Was growing.

[ turned back to the enormous pile of
clothing mocking me from the dryer, and
he headed back ourt into the kitchen, cho-
sen pudding flavor in hand.

Silence reigned for a bit as [ folded
socks and underwear... and more socks and
underwear. There was some whispering
from the kitchen, then Max came back into
the laundry room with a bowl. “Should we
use this one!”

I glanced over my shoulder and nod-
ded in the affirmative. “Yup, that's probably
just the right size.” He smiled happily and
recurned to the kitchen.

A little more silence, then some more
whispering, and Max was back at the door.
“Mommy, should we use the beaters o mix
the pudding?” He had the handheld mixer
in his hand. Thinking momentarily of the
pudding mix splashing all over the kitchen,
[ shook my head. “No, mix it by hand,
honey. It'll only take you a minute or so.
Pudding sets quickly.”

I finished the load of laundry, picked
up the basket, and walked out into my
kitchen. Perched at the counter sat my two
youngest sons, five and seven, mixing the
bowl of pudding “by hand.”

Flabbergasted I could only stare help-
lessly before asking, “Max...what are you
doing!” Innocent as can be, he looked at
me with those big ole brown eyes and
smiled, “You rold me to mix it by hand,
Mommy.”

Sheepishly, I shook my head and
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raised my eyes to heaven. A sudden
thought occurred to me, and | asked,
"Max...did you wash your hands first’” A
furtive glance between the pair told me all
[ needed to know, and I made a mental
note to make a second desert to go with

dinner.

MISH BESHORE

Fleetwood, Pennsylvania, USA
mishbloom@hotmail.com

Jason and Mish's children are Scort (13),
Brendmn (12), Lucas (8), and Max (7)

Pray for Gostco

Thad loves to pray with relish and gusto!
AT [IMmes we IL“'(' hﬂti [0 cut hlm ?\i'ILTTT as
his lengthy prayers can take over our fami-
ly worship times. Recently, we were a little
mystified as to why he was faithfully pray-
ing for the "missionaries at Costco”, a large
warehouse store. "Please give them
strength and help them to obey," he would
pr.'l\' .'l!['lll‘_\'f Li.'-'ll]‘n'. TI'IL' [‘lul:l,.'f L'!)IL!TL‘[I
would open their eyes and smile at each
other, holding in their giggles. God must
have laid on his little heart some special
pcnplc at Costco.

One day as the children were playing
a game with the world map taped over our
i(lh'_hl,‘n T:'II‘IH_'I someone ‘iﬂl\! 14 ] "”".l,{
Mexico. "There it is! There's Costco!"
Thad proudly proclaimed. It all suddenly
made sense, especially because a few weeks
earlier my husband had been relling the
children about an escalation in persecu-
f1on against the believers in Mexico... or

should I say, Costco!

MELODY TEN KLEY

Portland, Oregon, USA
mtenkley@juno.com

Shon and Melody's children are Clava (10),
Timothy (8), Audrey (6), Thad (4)

and Caleb (20 months)

The House

of Life

MERCY
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This is Mercy!

~ Kate Marchiniak ~

“No one ever breaks into “the house of life”

and is innocent or unpunished. The moment conception
takes place, that moment there is life; and whether

the crime be committed in six hours, six weeks or six

months, the sin is in all case of equal enormity. Murder
is in the intent, not in the act alone. When you intend
to rid yourself of the little life if possible, you have
committed murder as surely as if the murdered child
lay dead in your arms.”
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reallv have no idea whar family mear ndant life. Immediately, we began ilso gained physical and mental strength
since it has cl d SO often 11 r short speaking Lod S trurn T Unge It -L';'!1':1"i..I'\!|'I|“.I'.,'|'1 mmr.urr!wrhm-.'w we
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dealt with had more to do with our child's
past than neurology. | decided to ask our
paediatrician, who stated an upcoming
\15":: '\'\-"‘||:\| m ILt' (i]l-"lh"\- \I\'.lr(",'

That MRI rook place in March, 2009,

ca rwo years after we first heard about
Abl As | lai U i
W, 'iIL' q
CT salery a Y ) t s
] N 0L i : L - n g

irea, where my prayer continued. About

nalt way '!n--'.:-,;:u Our wait, the doctor over

: T :
seeing the MRI came to speak with us

My heart beran to race, but as she spoke |
was reminded of God's power. The dox
tor asked questions abour Abby's condi

non and admitted that she was unable to

Do you have
Peace with God?

The maost important thing in this
world is ro have peace with God,
your Creator and Savior.

You cannot have peace while
there is sin in your life. God is
separated from sin and to be true
to Himself, He must judge sin.

But He loves the sinner. He sent
His only beloved Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ, to die for your sin and rake

thie judgment of your sin instead

of you. Romans 5:8 says, “God

demonstrares his own love towards
us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.”

Acknowledge and confess your
sin. Thank Jesus for dying for you.
He is the pure, spotess Lamb of God
wha shed His precious blood to
atone for our sins. Hebrews 9:22
says, - Withour the shedding of blood
there is no remission.”

Fall at His feet with repentance
and accept His great salvation. This
s 'f'{lur way to I‘C-\l:l:.
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find whar \.lu- wWils |;-.;_!|'.-_- Tor

Apparently, records of Abby's last

'\”‘I.a l i not arrrved and the \i-h fOr Wis
SR b akiar al [ did Lest
miused w what she saw did my bes

to explain where the schizencephaly was,

1% '.Kl_': 15 Aamytinin '-_.\l . L!!l".l. I;‘!".;‘-' ill'r

| : - -
r II rw Kt away ;‘1'.’]_',1'\(‘;.

e . Tt
I he next seven days passed slowly
-
] ¢ MRI raced through my
. . &
! 1air tor the tollow-up
had eagerly awaited this appointment,
vonder vhat the results would be. As

the paediatrician sat down
5 Il\i_ “Well, this is very interesting.”
Indeed, it was. Schizencephaly and Chiari

Maltormation were not found in Abby's

MRI. Excited discussion between the two

A Wonderful The'mugQ

Being a mother is a wonderful thing,

My bedside alarm, it never need ring,

I'm awakened each day with bright cheerful faces,
And soon ‘round the table they've all taken places.

Our meal is seasoned with plenty of chatter,
The fruit and the muffins fly from the platter,
There are stories to share and a Bible verse too,
We reverently pray—it’s not always a zoo!

The day is so full of a number of things:
First chores, then schoolwork, then song practicings,
Cooking and cleaning and book-reading too,

A mom of wee children has plenty to do!

['ve heard busy times end as quick as they start,

So I'll treasure these days, store them up in my heart
Small children grow up—the time goes so fast,

The business of mothering soon will be past.

Be cheerful and thankful each day that you've got,
Greater joy anywhere, there surely is not!

As you work through your duties may God hear you sin
‘Cause being a mother is a wonderful thing!

Lora Nolan
WWasilla, Alaska, UISA

, she smiled and

of us followed. Finally, the docr
1['\\1‘».[, “We believe in a G d wh
In our prayers, we asked for A
heart to be healed and for her litt
ro work at its best. Honestly, |
ined that she would receive t
healing that she did. Thar
thing about God. He loves t

with more than we ask or ir

TEREASA MANSFIELD
Beamsville, Ontario, Canada
tereasa.mansfield@gmail.con
Scot and Tereasa's blessmgs are Gaby
Abbry (4) and Sam (3)

Tereasa's blog is

senontainc .'Il}.hi;] "ll WIS M.COMm

&9

1

ABOVE RUBIES August 2009, No.77



RETREATS AND SEMINARS

Family Cﬂm[‘f are tor the whole family — fathers, mothers and the children. Singles and single mothers are also welcome.
The 55_’““1“’“ are Colin and Nancy Campbell. Colin will minister to the fathers and Nancy to the mothers, unless otherwise stated.
All ladies are welcome at the Ladies Retreats — wives, mothers, singles, teen daughters, and of course, we always welcome the nursing
babies. Come and be encouraged, challenged, fortified, strengthened, uplifted and inspired in your divine calling of parenting.

Check www.aboverubies.org for additional retreats or changes. More retreats are currently being finalized.

— — Camps for 2009 — —

September and October Ministry in Europe, 30 OCTOBER — 1 NOVEMBER
Contact Alice Gurr, Ph: 0208-224-3628 or aboverubies@nthworld.com LADIES RETREAT - OREGON

Contact; Pam Fields, Phone: 503-3630579

9—11 OCTOBER:. ENGLAND Email: Larue@Divix.biz
SOUTHERN LADIES RETREAT - SUSSEX or Contact: Terri Burkherr, Phone: 541-580-2905
Contact: Katy King, Phone: 01342 837525 Email: BurkhertsTravel@yahoo.com

Email: katyking@btinternet.com
6 — 8 NOVEMBER, KENTUCKY
16 — 18 OCTOBER, ENGLAND LADIES RETREAT at B.A.S.L.C. Retreat Center, Hardin
'NORTHERN LADIES RETREAT - DERBYSHIRE Contact: Anna Ruth Hale, Email: ralphpamela@wk.net
S ontact: Sarah Dawes, Phone: 01246 827042 Phone: 270:628-3730 or 646-784-6652
; sarnhdawesuk@yahoo.co.uk Pearl and Meadow will be singing at this retreat

6 — 8 NOVEMBER, ONTARIO, CANADA
MEN'S RETREAT, Camp Crossroads, Torrance, Ontario
Contact: Cindy Mallon , Phone: 9058996076

Email: jdmallon@vaxxine.com

— — Campsfor 2010

5—7MARCH, TEXAS 16 — 18 APRIL, TEXAS
TEXAS LADIES RETREAT, Mt. Lebanon Camp, Cedar Hill, near Dallas  LADIES RETREAT - Victory Camp in Alvin, Texas (near Houston)
Contact: Jeanette Watje, Phone: 8306080880 Website: htrp://www.victorycamp.com
or Contact: Christine Salinas, Phone: 9727419346 Contact: Kim Griffith, Phone: 2817140171
Website: www, TexasRubies.com Email: texasretreat@hotmail.com * www.aboverubiest.com
- 19— 20 MARCH, NEBRASKA 23 — 25 APRIL, MANITOBA, CANADA
b LADIES RETREAT, Spirit of Life Church LADIES RETREAT, Camp Cedarwood, Pinawa Bay, NE of Winnipeg
I 3148 Dove Hill Avenue, Kearney http//vwww.cedarwoodyfe.com/site/site.htm
Contact: Lezlie Keeling, Phone: 3082341185 Contact: Michele Kauenhofen, Ph: 204-388-6015 (noon—4 pm or after 8 pm)
Email: spiritoflife@rcom-ne.com
Or: Bn:t]:da Kremer, Phone: 308293-1730 28 — 30 MAY, YOSEMITE, CALIFORNIA

Memorial Day Weekend California Rubies Conference, Oakhurst
Camping/fellowship continuing May 31 through Saturday, June 5th
27 — 29 MARCH, WISCONSIN at Yosemite National Park

FAMILY CAMP, Inspiration Center, Williams Bay Conract: Brian & Charity Callis, Phone: 559-877-3771

Contact: Roger and Jackie Thelen, Phone: 2627151587 Email: inft@(:aiifnmiafiubicsxom :
Email: safehaven@pensys.com Questions, camping information and registration: CaliforniaRubies.com

Email: kremerdb@gmail.com

- “Liberty must at all hazards be supported. We have a right to it derived from our Maker. But if we had not,
 our fathers have carned and bought it for us, at the expense of their ease, their estates, their pleasure, and their blood.”
2 i John Adams (Znd President of USA)
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Good News!
Teaching CDs are now also available as MP3.

Check page 30 for ordering.

By Nancy Campbell:

New' POWERFUL PARENTING
Eight P's of Powerful Parenting—Prayerful parenting,
Purposeful parenting, Patient parenting, Postive parenting,
Principled parenting, Protective parenting, Permanent parenting

d I!'l\i P{' CEVETINE parentng

New' SHEPHERDING YOUR FLOCK
God 1s the great shepherd of the sheep. As we look at how
God x}:-:;*hrni\ His flock, we learn how to .'~|'11‘|‘h|:'r\i our flock.
You will be m\plrni as you listen to 5 messages about how
to shepherd the children God has given you.

Five messages to help you create a heavenly atmosphere in your home.
Nancy shares seven P's to help bring a godly atmosphere to your
home and seven S's to keep the right attitude in your home.

BACK TO THE BEGINNING
God plainly reveals His plan for marriage, motherhood,
and the way He wants us to live in the first few chapters of Genesis

You will discover wondrous and hidden truths

MOTHERS WITH A MISSION
What kind of children does God want us to raise for His end-time
army! How do we do it? Be inspired with a new vision

as you hear these six messages

THE BEAUTIFIUL WOMAN

Five messages on what it means to be a beautiful woman-—
beautiful spirit, submission, countenance, maternalness, warrior,

purity, fragrance, speech, garments and remple

GOD’S GRACE AT MY PLACE

Inspiring messages on how to walk in God's grace in your home.

BUILDING A STRONG MARRIAGE
AND EXCITING HOME

Two messages on the role of the wife and rwo messages
on the potential, power and purpose of building

an exciting and creative home.

LOVELY HOMES

Four messages based on Numbers 24:5-7, “How beautiful are your

tents, O Jacob; how lovely are your homes, O [srael!”™ You will be excit-

ed by this wonderful vision God FIVES for your home and family!

THE FLOURISHING MOTHER

Are you wilting, just surviving, or are you flourishing in your home!

Flnd out hl"-\ You can ﬂn ‘Ufl\h

HOME SWEET HOME

God wants a sweet anointing in your home! How can you make vou

home "Home Sweet Home™’!

28

GIRD YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH
Are vou being fed the truth? Find out about a great deceptior

By E\';lngi:linc ]L‘-hnson:
THE ADVENTURE OF MOTHERHOOD
3 tapes on adventurous mothering -
Third Heaven Mothering, Freedom Mothering and Tiveria's Story
(Evangeline rells her restimony of the miraculous pregnancy and
birth of their seventh baby, Tiveria Life).

GUARD YOUR CHILD’S BRAIN SPACE

Who is parenting your children?

THE WEEPING WARRIOR

How does God want you to use your rears!

JUSTICE IN THE HOME

God is a God of justice.
Find out how this relates to you and your family

By Colin Campbell
STAND UP AND BE COUNTED
t ts ime for the sleeping church to wake. If we stay silent we have
failed our calling to be salt and light in this world. Listen, be inspired
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SPECIAL
FOR THIS ISSUE!

AN ANGEL IN MY ARMS

< '

Order it while it is on special!

Don’t think only of babies!
When things get hectic at your place,

play this CD.

Peace will fill your home
and soothe you and all your children.

A beautiful gift for
a mother having a baby.

Mothers write:

“The anointing of peace that is on
their beautiful voices and loving lyrics
comes over each one of us as we listen.

“Angel in My Arms soothes my little ones
and helps them climb into bed and
close their eyes. It helps this tired mamma
to relax and refresh and brings quiet
restfulness to each of us. Even Papa lies
to use it to help his little ones go to sleep.

“I use this CD for my Dance and Pilates
classes. It is so relaxing and rejuvenating.
The melodies promote elegant,
graceful movements and after class
we all feel restored and better able

to minister to our families.

RURIES August 2009, No.77

ORDERING
INFORMATION

Order by credit card or PayPal
www.aboverubies.org,
or send check to:

ABOVE RUBIES
PO BOX 681687 = FRANKLIN, TN 37068-1687
PHONE: (877) 729 9861
(between 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday central time)

Order Form on Page 30.
PLEASE ADD 25% SHIPPING
(30% if ordering from Canada)
Minimum Shipping $1.40.
(The above are US prices only and please pay in US funds)

Above Rubies Webmaster

Contact Joe at
webmaster@aboverubies.org

We have now been publishing Above Rubies for over 32 years.
Thank you so much for your loving donatons to help us
keep encouraging and strengthening the families of the world.

~CAMPBELL SUPPPORT~

All donations to Above Rubies go to the
printing and distributing of the magazines.
Colin and Nancy do not take any support from
donations to Above Rubies. All donations to
Above Rubies and money to books and manuals, go to
the printing and distribution of Above Rubies. To help
them personally to continue this ministry, fill in below.

Enclosed: $

STATE_ P

EMAIL
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HERE IS MY DONATION FOR RESPONSE F%M
ABOVE RUBIES Sy Manas.
y ; ¢ Fower of Mot
Send by creditcard, PayPal, or check. The Family Meal Table and Hospitality $20.00
Above Rubies is made freely available by donation. However, Be Fruitful and Multiply $H.00
we can only keep printing as the donations flow in. We encourage Gate Keepers of the Home $10.00
those who have a burden to see marriages and families restored Discount for above 4 manuals $50.00
back o God's ways to give liberally so we can continue to Your Price is Far Above Rubies $18.00
strengthen families across this nation and the world. Thank you very much. : S TS
Music CDs: . wv———
Mg Donation for Above Risbies Richest Man on Earth - Songs for Fathers SIE.O.‘.'-
X This is our Road - Serene & Pearl $1.00
Method of payment:__ Check __ Money Order __ MC/Visa/Disc Angel in my Arms - Serene & Pearl g1
Credi d ber: / / / Soothe Me - Serene & Pearl SISN
T R P & Peace All Over Me - Serene & Pear $15.00
Telephone number: DVDs: e
Nt it Rejuvenate with Serene $14.95
: The Family Meal Table $14.95
Expdate: __/__ V<ode __ _ Signature: E Reclaiming God's Pim for Women 53qq0 e
[ AM ALREADY ON THE AR LIST  Q Nancy’s Teaching CDs: M3
1 AM A NEW SUBSCRIBER ] Powerful Parenting $17.00 $9
: Shepherding your Flock $19.00 SI0
I ALREADY HAVE ABOVE RUBIES #_ — The Atmasphere of the Home $21.00 SI
NAME Back to the Beginning $21.00 Sl
A Mothers with a Mission $2L.00 Sl
STREET o The Beautiful Woman $19.00 3510
CITY God's Grace ar my Place I 39
Building a Strong Marriage and Home ST 9
STATE ZIP e Lovely Homes SO0 §9
The Flourishing Mother SB &
EMATL =D = Home Sweet Home $500
| WOULD LIKE OF THIS ISSUE TO SHARE WITH OTHERS. Gird your Loins with Truth $ 5.00
Colin Campbell’s Materials: e MPI
ITURE O
O L AAR AL S DA Stand Up and be Counted $ 5.00
DECREASE MY FUTURE ORDER TO 215t Century Patriarchs DVDs $30.00
[ WOULD LIKE TO ORGANIZE AN . e Rt e of G g:f'gg 5
ABOVE RUBIES RETREAT IN MY STATE. 0 et Tt i o
Evangeline’s Teaching CDs: MP3
MY ADDRESS HAS CHANGED. The Adventure of Motherhood S3.00 &7
HERE IS MY NEW ADDRESS. Guard Your Child's Brain Space $500
The Weeping Warrior 350
SR 52 Justice in the Home _ 5_5.{!)
CITY 3 2 Serene’s Health Information; e
Rejuvenate Your Life - Recipes for Energy ~ $18.00
STATE Zip ! bl
Coconut Butter/Oil Recipes - by Serene $ 49
PREVIOUSZIP# . Rejuvenate Your Life CD $§500
Books: . -
NEW FRIEND. COULD YOU PLEASE SEND AR TO: Nuturing the Nations - by Darrow Miller $15.00
: A Change of Heart - Reversal Testimonies ~ $12.00
NAME Quiet Reflections For Mothers - 101 Poems ~ $12.00
STREET Me? Obey Him! 3395
Doxs the Birth Control Pill Cause Abortions § 3.00
CITyY A Full Quiver $10.00
STATE Zip Breastfeeding and Fertility S10.00
Etiquette Poster Package $ 895
EMAIL SubTotal
T S
List more friends on a separate sheet of paper. My Donation for Above Rubies
Share Above Rubies with everyone you meet. 877 Total:

Photocopy this page if you don't want to cut in to your magazine.
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- ONLINE DONATIONS

You can now donate to

Above Rubies online.

Go to the
Above Rubies website,

I‘ww.aboverubies.org

ARE YOU MOVING!
¥ Please remember to send us
your change of address.

Thank you.

* South Asia:

India. Pakistan and Afghanistan
* East Asia:
China. Hone Kong, Mongolia, Macau,
Tamwan, lapan and Korea
* South East Asia:

Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,

and Vietnam (except Malaysia as we have an
."\}‘!‘f\'l.‘ Rubies base in Malaysia).

Publications Agreement 40866061
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES

ABOVE RUBIES is a nonsubscription magazine, supported by the contributions
of its readers and interested people. Qur vision is to print four times a year,
but this is dependent upon the donations that flow in, We go to print each time
as s0on as the money is available. God has been so faithful and we have been printing
Above Rubies for the world for over 32 years. If you would like
to receive this magazine regularly, or would like a bulk order for distribution
in your community, please WRITE to us or fill in the form on page 30
and post to the appropriate Above Rubies address below.

and click on “Make a Donation” |

are charged for your rerurned mail. .':;

AMERICA

PO Box 681687, Franklin, TN 37068-1687

Nancy Campbell: aboverubies@hughes.net

Ph: 1 877 729 9861 (between %am - 5pm Monday to Friday, Central Time)

AUSTRALIA
PO Box 5604, Manly, QLD 4179
Val Stares: admin@aboverubies.org.au

Ph:/Fax (07) 5543 4744

CANADA

Box 152, New Bothwell MB ROA 1CO
Michelle Kauenhofen: ceducate@mes.net
Ph: 204-388-6015; Cell: 204-355-7682

MALAYSIA

No 1, Jalan US] 13/1A, UEP Subang Jaya, 47620
Petaling Jaya, Selangor

Rosalyn Khoo: aboverubiesmalaysia@gmail.com

Ph: (60) 5638 3522

NEW ZEALAND

PO Box 4232, Mount Maunganui
Heather Jones: aboverubies@xrtra.co.nz
Ph: (07) 575 5787 Fax: (07) 575 2024

PAPUA NEW GUINEA and AFRICA
8 Burkes Road, Gowrie Junction, QLD, Australia 4352
Lisa Thorpe: lisathorpeclan@bigpond.com

SINGAPORE, SOUTH ASIA, EAST ASIA AND SOUTH EAST ASIA®
Marine Parade, PO Box 720, Singapore 914408
Jenny/Ruthie: rubies@singnet.com.sg

SOUTH AFRICA

PO Box 3916, Durbanville 7551

Linnie and Christo Lues: linnie@aboverubies.co.za
Ph: 021 976 0883

SOUTH PACIFIC
PO Box 4232, Mr. Maunganui, New Zealand
Margarett Harmnett: hartnettfam@gmail.com

SOUTH/CENTRAL AMERICA, ISRAEL and MIDDLE EAST
Email nancy@aboverubies.org

UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE

6 Field Close, West Molesey, Surrey, KT8 2LA
John and Alice Gurr: aboverubies@ntlworld.com
Ph: (020) 8224 3628

Thank you for your support to help us bring the message
of encouragement to marriages and families across the world.




A Parent’s Vision

“Think of the possibility of raising a multitude of men and women
whose bodies have never been poisoned by vicious indulgences,

whose minds have been enlightened and filled with the principles
of Divine truth from their infancy, and whose hearts, from their
earliest days, have been inspired with the love of Christ and

possessed with the ONE SUPREME AMBITION to glorify
the Father, dethrone the devil, destroy sin and save the world!
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